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WHY I WROTE THIS :: 

 

In the summer of 2025, I spent three months in the book of Ecclesiastes. 

Every day, I read at least one chapter. Many days, I read several. Some days, I read the 
entire book. I was walking through some personal struggles, and deep down I knew I 
needed what this book had to offer. I did not need shallow inspiration or easy answers. I 
needed truth. I needed perspective. I needed God to expose what was happening in my own 
heart. 

And that is exactly what Ecclesiastes does. 

The Teacher — Qohelet — does something unusual. He does not simply tell us what to 
believe. He puts life itself on trial. He calls witness after witness to the stand: wisdom, 
pleasure, work, wealth, achievement, legacy. He cross-examines each one. He tests them 
ruthlessly, follows them to their logical end, and asks the hardest question a person can ask: 
Is this enough? Can this hold the weight of a human soul? 

The verdict, again and again, is the same. "Meaningless! Meaningless!" says the Teacher. 
"A chasing after the wind." 

Over those three months of my own, the Lord showed me many things through this process, 
but one truth rose above the rest: how easy it is to put our hope in this life instead of the life 
to come. How easy it is to chase meaning, purpose, satisfaction, and identity in things that 
can never truly hold the weight of our souls. How easy it is, even while believing in God, to 
slowly drift into living for ourselves instead of living for Him. 

Ecclesiastes has a way of cutting through all of that. 

I have heard it said that every person wrestles with three great questions in life: ​
 

1.​ Where did we come from?  
2.​ Why are we here?  
3.​ What happens when this life is over? ​
 

If you open the first book of the Bible, Genesis helps answer the question of our origin. If 
you open the last book of the Bible, Revelation points us to our destiny. But what about 
meaning? What about purpose? What about how to live in the middle — in the ordinary days 
between birth and death, between the Garden and eternity? 

 

That is where Ecclesiastes meets us. 
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This is a book for people who have asked hard questions and refused easy answers. It is for 
people who know what it feels like to be disappointed, restless, weary, confused, ambitious, 
successful, grieving, or unsatisfied. It is honest about the frustrations of life. It is relentless in 
its pursuit of truth. It is fearless in exposing the emptiness of life lived apart from God. 

But Ecclesiastes is not meant to leave us hopeless. 

The trial is not meant to condemn us — it is meant to free us. When life is examined 
honestly and everything false is stripped away, what remains is what is real. Ecclesiastes 
leads us through the fog, not into despair. It removes illusions so we can see clearly again. It 
reminds us that life is fleeting, that earthly things are fragile, and that anything built apart 
from God will eventually prove meaningless. And in doing so, it calls us back to something 
better: reverence, humility, joy, obedience, and an eternal perspective. 

My prayer for this devotional is simple: that as you walk through Ecclesiastes, God will do for 
you what He did for me. He will uncover false hopes, expose misplaced priorities, and 
awaken a deeper desire for what truly matters. He will teach you not merely how fleeting life 
is, but how faithful He is. And through this book, you will learn again what it means to fear, 
trust, and live fully for God. 

​
 

Welcome to Life on Trial. 

 

Nic Smith​
Lead Pastor​
River Lake Church ​
Relevant | Simple | Real 

 
 

Life on Trial  •  River Lake Church  •  3   



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

WEEK ONE   —   The Cycle on Trial 
Day  1  The Case Opens ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 09 
Day  2  Exhibit A: The Loop Never Stops​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 10 
Day  3  Motion on Trial​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 11 
Day  4  The Eye Takes the Stand​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 13 
Day  5  The Verdict on Legacy​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 14 

​
WEEK TWO   —   Success on Trial 
Day  6  The Prosecution Examines Wisdom​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 17 
Day  7  Pleasure Takes the Stand​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 18 
Day  8  Achievement in the Build​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 19 
Day  9  Death as Final Witness​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 21 
Day 10  Acquitted by Grace​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 22 

​
WEEK THREE   —   Control on Trial 
Day 11  Time Takes the Stand​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 25 
Day 12  Exhibit B: Eternity Within​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 26 
Day 13  A Witness for the Defense​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 27 
Day 14  The Unshakeable Testimony​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 29 
Day 15  The Humbling Evidence​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 30 

​
WEEK FOUR   —   Society on Trial 
Day 16  The Testimony of the Oppressed​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 33 
Day 17  Envy in the Dock​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 34 
Day 18  The Case for Community​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 35 
Day 19  Popularity on Trial​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 37 
Day 20  Worship Called to the Stand​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 38 

​
WEEK FIVE   —   Wealth on Trial 
Day 21  The Broken System's Testimony​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 41 
Day 22  Hoarding on Trial​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 42 
Day 23  The Defense of Contentment​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 43 
Day 24  The Man Who Had Everything​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 45 
Day 25  The Appetite That Cannot Rest​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 46 

 

 
Life on Trial  •  River Lake Church  •  4   



 

 

WEEK SIX   —   Comfort on Trial 
Day 26  Grief Takes the Stand​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 49 
Day 27  Flattery on Trial​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 50 
Day 28  Impatience in the Dock​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 51 
Day 29  The Crooked Evidence​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 53 
Day 30  The Formula Found Guilty​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 54 

​
WEEK SEVEN   —   Justice on Trial 
Day 31  Authority on Trial​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 57 
Day 32  Understanding on Trial​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 58 
Day 33  Mortality as Key Witness​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 59 
Day 34  The Ordinary Life on Trial​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 61 
Day 35  The Gap Between Effort and Outcome​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 62 

​
WEEK EIGHT   —   Certainty on Trial 
Day 36  Quiet Wisdom vs. Loud Strength​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 65 
Day 37  Small Compromises in the Dock​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 66 
Day 38  Words Called to the Stand​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 67 
Day 39  Generosity as Evidence​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 69 
Day 40  Sowing Without a Verdict​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 70 

​
WEEK NINE   —   Time on Trial 
Day 41  The Light as Exhibit​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 73 
Day 42  Youth on Trial​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 74 
Day 43  The Cost of Delay​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 75 
Day 44  The Body as Witness​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 77 
Day 45  The Vapor Verdict​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 78 

​
WEEK TEN   —   The Verdict: Fear God 
Day 46  The Closing Argument​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 81 
Day 47  Final Evidence​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 82 
Day 48  From Evidence to Action​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 83 
Day 49  The Verdict Is In​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 85 
Day 50  Every Deed Into Court​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 86 

 
 

 

Life on Trial  •  River Lake Church  •  5   



 
HOW TO USE THIS DEVOTIONAL 
​
 

​
This fifty-day devotional is the companion to the “Life on Trial” sermon series through 
Ecclesiastes. Solomon — the Teacher, the prosecutor — calls the things we trust most to the 
stand and cross-examines them without mercy: activity, success, wealth, comfort, time, 
fairness, and more. One by one, each is found guilty of the same charge: unable to fulfill the 
human soul. Each week corresponds to a Sunday message, and each day places you inside 
that courtroom alongside Solomon as he builds his case. 

Each daily entry includes three sections:​
 

●​ Scriptural Interpretation—What the passage actually says and what it meant in its 
original context. 

●​ Theological Implication—What this passage reveals about God, humanity, and the 
life we are called to. 

●​ Practical Application—How this truth changes the way you live today.​
 

Following the content are three Reflection Questions designed to help you sit with the 
testimony of each passage. One question will always press you toward a specific, concrete 
response — because the point of the trial is not to produce a verdict on paper but to produce 
a change in you. Don’t skip these. 

Each day closes with a short Closing Prayer — a prayer you can take off the page and 
make your own as you end your time in the courtroom. 

The verdict of this trial, when it finally comes, is not devastation — it is freedom. Our prayer 
is that by the end of these fifty days, the cross-examination will have done in you what it is 
designed to do: expose the false sources of meaning you have been trusting, and draw you 
into the only life that holds. Under the sun, everything is vapor. Under God, everything 
matters. 
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“MEANINGLESS! MEANINGLESS!” 

SAYS THE TEACHER. 

“UTTERLY MEANINGLESS! 

EVERYTHING IS MEANINGLESS.” 

ECCLESIASTES 1:2​
​
​
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WEEK ONE 

The Cycle on Trial 

 

When you open Ecclesiastes, you are entering a courtroom. 

Solomon — who calls himself the Teacher, or Qohelet — is not simply a philosopher musing 
about the meaning of life from a comfortable distance. He is a prosecutor. He is methodically 
calling life to the stand, one thing at a time, and putting it under oath: Can you deliver what 
you promised? Can you give this person lasting meaning? Can you fill them up in a way that 
actually holds? 

This week, the first witness takes the stand: the cycle of human activity. Work. Striving. 
Motion. The relentless push to do more, achieve more, experience more. And the Teacher 
cross-examines it without mercy. What does a person actually gain from all their labor under 
the sun? What does the constant motion produce? The sun rises and sets. The rivers run. 
Generations come and go. And the world keeps moving without pausing to notice any of it. 

The verdict comes quickly and it is damning: under the sun — divorced from any horizon 
beyond this life — the cycle is guilty. It cannot deliver. The activity is real, the effort is real, 
the exhaustion is real — but the lasting meaning it promised is nowhere to be found. Vanity. 
Vapor. A handful of smoke. 

Now before that lands as devastating, I want you to hear something important. The Teacher 
is not being mean. He is being merciful. Because the most dangerous thing in the world is a 
lie that almost works — a false source of meaning that keeps you running just long enough 
that you never stop to question whether you're running in the right direction. Ecclesiastes 
exposes the lie early so you don't spend your whole life building on it. 

This week is about honesty. It's about sitting with the verdict long enough to feel its weight. 
Because the person who truly feels the emptiness of striving under the sun is exactly the 
person ready to discover what it means to live under God. 

My prayer for you this week is that God would give you the courage to question what you've 
been running toward — and the clarity to see that there is something better than the cycle. 
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DAY 1  ::  THE CASE OPENS 
Ecclesiastes 1:1–3 

SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION 
Qohelet—the “Teacher”—opens with a haunting question: what does a person 
actually gain from all their labor under the sun? The Hebrew word “hebel,” often 
translated “meaningless,” literally means vapor or breath. It’s not that life is 
worthless; it’s that life lived apart from God is too thin, too shallow, too 
temporary to carry the weight we place on it. The Teacher isn’t a cynic—he’s a 
realist who wants to free you from a costly lie before it costs you everything. 

THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATION 
The question of “gain” goes to the heart of what we actually believe about 
purpose. If there is no God above the sun, then all striving collapses into futility. 
But if there is a God who made us and calls us to Himself, then the problem isn’t 
life itself—it’s that we’ve been looking for meaning in the wrong place. The 
restlessness you feel is not a malfunction; it’s a signal that you were made for 
more than this world can offer. 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
Most of us don’t consciously reject God—we just live as though meaning can be 
found in the next achievement, the next purchase, or the next milestone. Today, 
pay attention to where your mental energy, your money, and your anxiety 
actually go. Not what you say you believe—but what your daily habits reveal. 
That’s where you’ll find what you’re really trusting for meaning. 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
1.  When you honestly evaluate your daily habits and decisions, what do 
they reveal about where you are actually looking for meaning and 
satisfaction—and is that place capable of delivering it? 
2.  How has the pursuit of “gain”—through success, recognition, or 
accomplishment—left you feeling emptier than you expected? What did that 
emptiness teach you? 
3.  Identify one specific area of your life where you sense a pattern of 
chasing something that isn’t delivering. What would it look like to bring God 
back into that frame this week—not just in words, but in how you actually 
spend your time and energy? 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Father, I confess that I often chase things under the sun that can’t hold the 
weight I put on them. Open my eyes to where I’m looking for life in the wrong 
places. Teach me to find my meaning in You—not in what I accomplish, acquire, 
or achieve. Amen. 
 

_____________________​
​
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
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_____________________​
​
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 

DAY 2  ::  EXHIBIT A: THE LOOP NEVER STOPS 
Ecclesiastes 1:4–5 

SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION 
Generations come and go, the sun rises and sets, and the earth remains. These 

images aren’t poetic filler—they’re a diagnosis. The world runs in relentless 
cycles, and no human activity breaks the loop. One generation replaces the 

next, yet the earth doesn’t pause to notice. We work, we strive, we push—and 
the rhythm keeps going without us. The Teacher wants us to feel the weight of 

that before we reach for another solution. 

THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATION 
This passage exposes one of our deepest delusions: that our work, our legacy, 
or our striving will somehow transcend the cycle. The world was here before us 

and will continue without us. But this isn’t meant to crush hope—it’s meant to 
redirect it. Only God stands outside the cycle of sunrise and sunset. Only what 

is done above the sun carries weight that outlasts the loop. 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
We live in a culture that equates busyness with significance. But the Teacher 

invites us to look honestly at the cycles we’re in—the relentless scroll, the 
back-to-back hustle, the constant striving—and ask whether any of it is 

producing lasting gain. Take five quiet minutes today. Watch the world move. 
Then ask God: “What in my life is actually worth my energy, and what am I just 

doing because I don’t know how to stop?” 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
1.  In what ways does your daily rhythm feel more like a loop—going through 

the motions—than a life being lived with intention and genuine meaning? 
2.  What does the image of an indifferent, relentless world teach you about 

where not to anchor your sense of worth and identity? 
3.  Identify one “treadmill” habit in your life—something you keep doing that 

exhausts you without genuinely fulfilling you. What would it take to step off it, 
and what God-honoring practice would you replace it with? 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Lord, You are above the cycles of this world—and I am not. Help me stop 

confusing busyness with purpose and motion with meaning. Show me what truly 
matters in Your sight, and give me the courage to lay down what doesn’t. Amen. 
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DAY 3  ::  MOTION ON TRIAL 
Ecclesiastes 1:6–7 

SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION 
The wind blows and bustles without arriving anywhere. Rivers pour into the sea 
endlessly, yet the sea is never full. These natural images make one central 
point: movement and effort don’t automatically equal momentum or fulfillment. 
The rivers never stop—they are constantly working, constantly pouring in—yet 
the result is always the same. An ocean that is never satisfied. Motion, by itself, 
is not transformation. 

THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATION 
There is a sobering parallel to our own lives here. We can be extremely 
busy—active, even productive—and still find ourselves no closer to the life we 
were made for. Human effort under the sun is like water pouring into an ocean: 
impressive in volume, unchanged in result. True transformation doesn’t come 
from more effort directed at earthly goals—it comes from a life oriented toward 
God, whose purposes are not caught in the same loop. 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
Think about the areas of your life where you’re pouring the most energy. Are 
you seeing genuine growth, deeper faith, healthier relationships, greater 
generosity? Or are you just very busy? Today, slow down long enough to 
evaluate not how much you’re doing, but what you're doing is actually 
producing. God doesn’t measure your life by activity—He measures it by fruit. 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
1.  Where in your life are you expending significant effort but feeling like 
you’re running in circles—moving, but not arriving anywhere that truly 
matters? 
2.  What is the difference between godly diligence and fruitless striving? 
How do you know which one is driving you right now? 
3.  Pick one area of your life where busyness has become a substitute for 
obedience. What is one concrete step of obedience—not simply more 
activity—that you could take today to move toward what God actually wants 
from you? 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
God, teach me the difference between moving and growing. I don’t want to pour 
my life into an ocean that never fills. Direct my energy, my time, and my work 
toward what truly lasts—toward You and Your kingdom. Amen. 

_____________________​
​
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
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“WHAT HAS BEEN WILL BE AGAIN, 

WHAT HAS BEEN DONE WILL BE DONE AGAIN; 

THERE IS NOTHING NEW 

UNDER THE SUN” 

ECCLESIASTES 1:9​
​
​
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DAY 4  ::  THE EYE TAKES THE STAND 
Ecclesiastes 1:8–10 

SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION 
The Teacher says all things are wearisome—more than can be said. The eye is 
never satisfied with seeing, nor the ear with hearing. What has been will be 
again. This is not pessimism; it’s a structural observation about life outside 
God’s purposes. Every “new” thing we chase turns out to be a recycled version 
of what didn’t satisfy before. Social media, new experiences, new seasons of 
life—they all follow the same arc: novelty to familiarity to hunger for more. 

THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATION 
The “eye is never satisfied” is the theology of human appetite left ungoverned 
by God. We are desire-driven creatures instead of purpose-driven, and the 
things of this world always leave us wanting. But this is a mercy signal—not a 
defect to be fixed by better products or more intense experiences. Our 
insatiability points to a hunger that only God can fill. Saint Augustine was right 
when he said: our hearts are restless until they find rest in Him. 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
Our culture’s deepest promise is that something new will finally do it—the next 
upgrade, the next relationship, the next achievement. But the Teacher has seen 
through the illusion. Today, instead of reaching for something new, fast from 
novelty for a few hours. No new content, no scrolling for stimulation. In that 
quiet, ask God to meet the hunger that everything else has been failing to 
satisfy. 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
1.  What “new thing” are you currently counting on to finally satisfy you—a 
job, a relationship, a financial milestone—and how honest are you willing to 
be about whether it will actually deliver what you’re hoping for? 
2.  How does the reality that “the eye is never satisfied” challenge the way 
you engage with social media, entertainment, and consumerism on a 
practical, daily level? 
3.  What is one fast or discipline you could practice this week to expose and 
confront an appetite that has been driving your decisions more than your 
faith has? 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Lord, my eyes are never satisfied for long. I chase the new and find the same 
emptiness waiting on the other side. Quiet my appetite for more and fill me 
instead with a hunger for You—the only One who truly satisfies. Amen. 

 

_____________________​
​
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 

 

Life on Trial  •  River Lake Church  •  13   



 
 

_____________________​
​
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 

DAY 5  ::  THE VERDICT ON LEGACY 
Ecclesiastes 1:11 

SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION 
There is no remembrance of former things, and there will be no remembrance of 
things yet to come among those who come after. This is hard—not cruel, but 
clarifying. The vast majority of human beings who have ever lived are 
completely forgotten. Their achievements, their struggles, their names—gone. 
This is not a reason for despair; it’s a reason to stop organizing your entire life 
around being remembered. 

THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATION 
Our culture is obsessed with legacy—building something that lasts, leaving a 
name that endures. But Ecclesiastes punctures this quietly: most names don’t 
last. If our meaning depends on being remembered by future generations, we 
are building on sand. But if our meaning is grounded in being known by 
God—the One who remembers everything and forgets nothing—we can live 
with profound freedom from the need to be impressive. 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
There’s a real difference between living for your own legacy and living for God’s 
glory. One puts you at the center; the other puts Him there. Today, ask yourself 
how much of what you do is driven by the desire to be known, respected, or 
remembered. Then ask God to replace that need with a deeper identity—rooted 
not in what people remember about you, but in Whose you are. 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
1.  How much of your daily motivation is shaped by a desire to be noticed, 
respected, or remembered—and what does that reveal about where you’re 
actually finding your identity? 
2.  What is the difference between building a legacy for yourself and living 
faithfully for God’s glory? How does each one shape your daily choices in a 
different way? 
3.  Name one relationship or responsibility in your life where you could shift 
your motivation from being impressive to being genuinely faithful. What 
would that look like in practice before the week is out? 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Father, I confess that I want to be remembered more than I want to be faithful. 
Help me release my need to be known by people and rest in being known by 
You. May I live for Your glory, not my name. Amen. 
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WEEKLY REFLECTIONS 

 
1.​ Looking back across this week, where in your life is the cycle running 
hardest? Not just what you do — but what you're secretly hoping it will eventually 
deliver that it hasn't yet? 

 

 

2.​ The Teacher's diagnosis is that the cycle isn't evil — it's insufficient. What 
would it look like, practically, to stay in your work and responsibilities while 
reorienting them toward something above the sun? 

 

 

3.​ What is one habit, commitment, or rhythm you are willing to change as a first 
step away from chasing meaning in the cycle toward finding it in God? Be specific — 
not a general intention, but a concrete change. 

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________ 
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WEEK TWO 

Success on Trial 

 

The courtroom doors swing open again this week, and a new defendant takes the stand: 
success itself. 

Last week Solomon put the cycle of human activity on trial and found it guilty of promising 
meaning it could not deliver. This week he goes deeper. He doesn't just try activities — he 
tries everything. With the resources of a king and the discipline of a scientist, he designs the 
most thorough experiment in human history: What if I try it all? What if I pursue wisdom to its 
fullest? What if I give pleasure everything it asks for? What if I build the greatest things 
anyone has ever built? 

He does all of it. And then he sits down and surveys the result. 

The verdict is the same. Every single defendant — wisdom, pleasure, achievement, 
possessions, legacy — is found guilty of the same charge. Unable to satisfy. Unable to 
deliver. Unable to carry the weight of a human soul's deepest need. He calls it "chasing the 
wind." You can see it moving. You can feel it on your face. But you cannot hold it. 

Here is what I want you to understand as you read this week: Solomon is not telling you that 
success is worthless. He is not telling you that enjoyment is wrong or that work is 
meaningless. What he is telling you — and this matters enormously — is that success was 
never designed to serve as your savior. When we put achievement in the seat that only God 
can occupy, it will fail us every time. Not occasionally. Every time. 

The good news is buried in the last verses of chapter two, and it is genuinely good: joy is 
available. Not as a prize you earn by achieving enough — but as a gift you receive from the 
hand of God. That is a completely different courtroom. And it changes everything about how 
you show up for your work, your rest, and your daily life. 

My prayer for you this week is that wherever you have been chasing the wind — running an 
experiment that has already produced its verdict — you would find the grace to stop, 
receive, and let God redefine what success actually looks like. 
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DAY 6  ::  THE PROSECUTION EXAMINES WISDOM 
Ecclesiastes 1:12–18 

SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION 
Qohelet describes himself as a king in Jerusalem who gave his heart to 
understand everything done under heaven. He had the ideal setup—wealth, 
power, wisdom, and unlimited resources to test every theory about meaning. His 
conclusion? It was all “chasing after the wind.” And in a painful irony, he adds: in 
much wisdom is much grief. More knowledge didn’t bring him peace—it brought 
a clearer view of the problem. He could see further, and what he saw was not 
encouraging. 

THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATION 
This is the theological trap of human wisdom pursued apart from God: it 
increases our awareness of how broken everything is without giving us the 
power to fix it. Knowledge divorced from reverence doesn’t lead to freedom—it 
leads to disillusionment. True wisdom begins not with gathering more data but 
with fearing the Lord. Wisdom that starts with God doesn’t produce despair—it 
produces a clarity that leads to life. 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
Many of us pursue understanding as a way to control our lives. If we can just 
figure it all out—understand our wounds, our patterns, our circumstances—we 
believe we’ll finally feel at peace. But Qohelet warns that knowledge without 
God leads to more grief. Today, identify one area where you’ve been seeking 
understanding as a substitute for trust. What would it look like to surrender that 
need and walk in faithful obedience instead? 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
1.  How have you experienced the painful reality that gaining more 
knowledge or insight doesn’t always bring more peace? What did that teach 
you about where understanding must truly begin? 
2.  What is the practical difference between wisdom that starts with God and 
wisdom that starts with human reasoning? How does that difference show 
up in the way you make decisions? 
3.  Where are you currently trying to “figure out” something in your life that 
God may actually be calling you to simply trust Him with? What is one step 
of trust you could take this week rather than researching more? 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
God, I confess that I chase understanding as though knowledge alone could 
save me. More insight without You only shows me more clearly what I cannot 
fix. Teach me that true wisdom begins with You, and give me the courage to 
trust where I cannot yet see. Amen. 

_____________________​
​
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
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_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
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_____________________ 
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_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
​
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DAY 7  ::  PLEASURE TAKES THE STAND 
Ecclesiastes 2:1–3 

SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION 
Having found wisdom wanting as a source of meaning, Qohelet turns to 
pleasure. He tests laughter, wine, and comfort—not as an addict, but as a 
scientist, his wisdom guiding the experiment. His verdict? “This also is vanity.” 
Pleasure is not evil; Qohelet never says that. But pleasure is incapable of 
carrying the weight of meaning. When you make feeling good your north star, it 
cannot guide you to where you actually need to go. 

THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATION 
God is not anti-pleasure—He is anti-idolatry. The problem isn’t that we want to 
feel good; it’s that we’ve elevated good feelings to the position only God 
deserves. When pleasure becomes the goal—when we organize our schedules 
and relationships around maximizing enjoyment—it becomes an idol that leaves 
us emptier than before. Joy, by contrast, is a fruit of the Spirit. It isn’t achieved; 
it’s received. There’s a world of difference between pursuing pleasure and 
receiving joy. 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
Think about your default response when life feels heavy. Where do you 
go—Netflix, food, social media, shopping, distraction? These things aren’t 
necessarily sinful. But when they become your first reach, they reveal what 
you’re actually trusting to carry the weight. The next time you feel the pull 
toward your go-to comfort, pause. Pray first. Let God meet you before the 
distraction does. 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
1.  What does your “default escape” reveal about what you actually trust to 
manage your emotional pain, stress, boredom, and discomfort? 
2.  How has the primary goal of pursuing pleasure lled you further from the 
satisfaction you were looking for, rather than closer to it? 
3.  This week, choose one “pleasure habit” that you will deliberately interrupt 
with prayer. What will you say to God in those moments, and how will you 
follow through when the pull is strong? 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Father, I’ve looked for relief in things that can soothe me but not sustain me. 
Teach me to come to You first—not as a last resort. Fill me with the joy only You 
can give—the kind that doesn’t fade when the distraction ends. Amen. 
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DAY 8  ::  ACHIEVEMENT IN THE BUILD 
Ecclesiastes 2:4–11 

SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION 
Qohelet becomes a builder—houses, vineyards, gardens, parks, reservoirs, a 
productive empire built by his own hands. He accumulates silver, gold, servants, 
and the greatest works ever achieved in Jerusalem. Then he surveys it all. And 
the conclusion is devastating: “All was vanity and a chasing after the wind.” The 
very things he built with his hands couldn’t satisfy the man who built them. He 
had created an empire and still came up empty. 

THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATION 
Achievement is not the problem—lordship is. When we work primarily to build a 
kingdom for ourselves—our name, our reputation, our security, our net 
worth—we are essentially playing God over our own little empire. The tragedy is 
that even if you succeed, you end up hollow. The achievement never delivers 
the identity or security it promised. Only God can give you what your 
achievements have been secretly trying to earn. 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
Take an honest look at what you are building. Not what you say you’re 
doing—but what your calendar, your spending, and your anxiety reveal about 
your actual goals. If your work or image is driven primarily by the need to prove 
something apart from God, it will leave you exactly where Qohelet landed: 
accomplished and hollow. Today, do one unseen act of service—no post, no 
credit, no acknowledgment. Work for an audience of One. 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
1.  In what ways have you been building a “kingdom” for yourself—using 
work, achievement, or image to establish your identity or secure your sense 
of worth—rather than building for God’s glory? 
2.  Why does even great achievement often leave us feeling emptier rather 
than more fulfilled? What does that persistent emptiness point to about the 
human condition? 
3.  Choose one task or project this week and commit to doing it entirely for 
God’s glory rather than your recognition. How will you keep your motivation 
God-directed when the pull toward self-promotion gets strong? 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
God, I confess that I’ve used my work to build a version of life I want You to 
bless rather than a life that glorifies You. Forgive me for making myself the 
point. Teach me to build for Your kingdom, not my own. Amen. 

_____________________​
​
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
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_____________________ 
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“YET WHEN I SURVEYED ALL THAT MY HANDS 

HAD DONE AND WHAT I HAD TOILED TO ACHIEVE, 

EVERYTHING WAS MEANINGLESS,  

A CHASING AFTER THE WIND; 

NOTHING WAS GAINED UNDER THE SUN.” 

ECCLESIASTES 2:11​
​
​
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DAY 9  ::  DEATH AS FINAL WITNESS 
Ecclesiastes 2:12–17 

SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION 
Qohelet compares wisdom and folly. While he concedes that wisdom is clearly 
better, he hits a wall: death comes for both the wise and the fool. No lasting 
remembrance, no final advantage. His reaction is visceral: “So I hated life.” This 
is not the conclusion of the book—it’s the crisis. The Teacher is being brutally 
honest about the place many people live but few will say out loud. Death erases 
every earthly scoreboard. 

THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATION 
Death is the great equalizer under the sun. It strips every earthly achievement of 
its ultimate significance. But for the person who lives under God—who sees 
death not as the end but as a doorway—the horizon shifts completely. The 
resurrection changes everything: wisdom, faithfulness, and love invested in 
God’s kingdom carry eternal weight, even if the world forgets them. Death is not 
the final word for those who belong to Christ. 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
We rarely think seriously about our own mortality. And when we do, it usually 
produces either despair or avoidance. But Ecclesiastes invites a third response: 
clarity. What changes about how you spend your time, invest in your 
relationships, and use your resources when you take the end seriously? Today, 
ask yourself: if I knew my time was short, what would I stop doing? What would 
I start? Let those answers shape today. 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
1.  How does the reality of your own mortality—which you likely 
avoid—change the way you should be prioritizing your life right now, today? 
2.  What does the resurrection of Jesus change about Qohelet’s conclusion 
that death makes wisdom no better than folly? How does the gospel reframe 
this passage? 
3.  Name one thing you would change about how you’re spending your life if 
you were more consistently mindful of eternity. What is keeping you from 
making that change now, and what specific step will you take this week? 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Lord, death is a reality I avoid but cannot escape. Help me to live in its 
light—not in fear, but with clarity and purpose. Because of Christ’s resurrection, 
I know that what I do for You is never wasted. Let me live like I believe that. 
Amen. 

 

_____________________​
​
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
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_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
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_____________________ 
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DAY 10  ::  ACQUITTED BY GRACE 
Ecclesiastes 2:18–26 

SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION 
Qohelet is frustrated at the thought of leaving everything he worked for to 
someone who might waste it. But out of the frustration comes the first real 
positive turn in the book: eating, drinking, and finding enjoyment in your work is 
“from the hand of God.” The one who pleases God receives wisdom, 
knowledge, and joy as gifts. Joy isn’t an achievement—it’s something given. 
That single pivot changes everything about how we approach our days. 

THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATION 
Here is the theological hinge of the opening section: satisfaction and joy are not 
earned by accumulating enough success—they are received from God’s hand. 
This is grace applied to daily life. The person whose heart is rightly aligned to 
God’s can enjoy simple gifts with a fullness that no amount of achievement can 
replicate. The life Qohelet exhausted himself chasing is actually available as a 
gift to those who receive it in humility and gratitude. 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
There is a profound rest available to you that has nothing to do with what you 
accomplish today. It comes from receiving, not striving. Before your first meal 
today, pause and genuinely thank God for it—not as a rote prayer but as a 
conscious act of receiving. Practice this all day: instead of grabbing, receive. 
Instead of achieving, thank. Let God’s generosity shift your posture from striving 
to gratitude. 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
1.  How has the belief that you must earn satisfaction and peace—through 
success, productivity, or good behavior—kept you from receiving the rest 
that God is actually offering you right now? 
2.  What is the difference between the joy that comes from achieving and the 
joy that comes from receiving gifts from God’s hand? How does each one 
affect your soul differently over time? 
3.  What is one specific gift from God in your life right now—something you 
currently have rather than something you’re working toward—that you’ve 
been overlooking or taking for granted? How will you practice receiving and 
thanking God for it this week? 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Father, I have been chasing what You’ve been offering. Forgive me for treating 
Your gifts like something I need to earn. Teach me to receive—joy, rest, peace, 
provision—from Your hand, and to live with gratitude instead of striving. Amen. 
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​
WEEKLY REFLECTIONS​

 
1.​ Solomon tried wisdom, pleasure, and achievement — and came up empty. Where 

have you most recently experienced that same hollowness? What did that season 
try to teach you that you may not have fully received? 

 

2.​ The verdict on success wasn't that it's worthless — it's that it was never designed to 
be a savior. Where are you still treating achievement as a savior, and what would it 
look like to receive it as a gift instead?​
 

 

3.​ Joy in Ecclesiastes is not achieved — it is received. What would have to change in 
how you approach your daily life if you genuinely believed that the good things in 
your hands are gifts from God, not rewards you've earned? 

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________ 

​
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WEEK THREE 

Control on Trial 

 

This week the courtroom calls a witness that none of us can escape: time. 

Specifically, Solomon puts our relationship with time on trial — our need to control it, our 
anxiety about it, our desperate attempts to manage seasons we didn't choose and force 
outcomes we can't guarantee. He looks at the way human beings fight against the timing of 
their lives and he asks the same question he has asked every week: Can this deliver what it 
promises? Can the person who masters their own schedule finally find peace? 

The verdict, as you may expect, is guilty. We cannot control time. We cannot speed up 
seasons that feel unbearably long or slow down seasons that feel like they're slipping away. 
The sun rises and sets on its own timetable. And for those of us who need to be in control — 
this is one of the most convicting passages in the whole series. 

But something remarkable happens in Chapter Three that hasn't happened yet in the book. 
For the first time, the Teacher pivots from diagnosis to description. There is someone who 
does hold time — who appoints it, who makes it beautiful, who governs the seasons with a 
purpose we cannot always see. That someone is God. And embedded in this passage is 
one of the most profound truths in all of Scripture: He has placed eternity in the human 
heart. 

That ache you feel — the sense that there should be more, that beauty should last longer, 
that something is incomplete — is not a design flaw. It is evidence. It is the prosecution's 
own exhibit turned against the case: the fact that nothing in time fully satisfies you is proof 
that you were made for something beyond time. 

The defendant — our control over time — is guilty. But the One who holds time is not on 
trial. He is the Judge. And this week, He invites you to trust His timing more than your own. 

My prayer for you this week is simple: that you would stop fighting the season you're in long 
enough to find God in it. 
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DAY 11  ::  TIME TAKES THE STAND 
Ecclesiastes 3:1–8 

SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION 
One of the most recognizable passages in Scripture, this poem lists fourteen 
pairs of contrasting times—birth and death, planting and uprooting, weeping and 
laughing, war and peace. The point is not that every activity is equally 
acceptable, but that there is a divinely appointed rhythm to human experience. 
The Hebrew word for “time” here carries the sense of a fitting moment—the right 
time for the right thing. You are not in control of which season you’re in. But you 
are responsible for how you live within it. 

THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATION 
God is the one who appoints seasons. This is simultaneously humbling and 
liberating. Humbling, because it takes control out of our hands. Liberating, 
because it means you don’t have to manufacture your own timing or force 
outcomes that aren’t yours to force. The temptation is to fight your current 
season—to rush through grief, skip past waiting, or deny rest in the name of 
productivity. But wisdom says: name your season honestly, accept it, and be 
faithful in it. 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
One of the most spiritually disorienting things we do is try to live in a season 
other than the one we’re actually in. We grieve what we’ve lost while ignoring 
what God is doing now. Today, write one honest sentence that names the 
season you’re in. Not the season you want to be in—but the one you actually 
are in. Then ask God for one act of faithfulness fitting for that season. Not a plan 
to get to the next one. Faithful presence in this one. 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
1.  What season do you honestly believe God has you in right now, and how 
are you responding to it—with acceptance and faithfulness, or with 
resistance and frustration? 
2.  What does it reveal about your relationship with God when you find 
yourself constantly fighting the timing of your life rather than trusting the One 
who appoints it? 
3.  What is one act of faithful obedience that is genuinely fitting for the 
season you are currently in—not the season you wish you were in? Commit 
to doing it before this week is over. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Lord, You know what season I’m in—and I don’t always agree with it. Teach me 
to trust Your timing over my preferences. Help me to be faithful in the season I 
have, not just restless for the next one. Amen. 

_____________________​
​
_____________________​
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_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
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DAY 12  ::  EXHIBIT B: ETERNITY WITHIN 
Ecclesiastes 3:9–11 

SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION 
Qohelet makes a stunning claim: God has made everything beautiful in its time, 
and He has placed eternity in the human heart—yet no one can fathom what 
God has done from beginning to end. We are creatures caught between time 
and eternity. We live in moments but ache for forever. We experience individual 
seasons but sense the sweep of a larger story we cannot fully see. That ache is 
not a distraction—it is a design. 

THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATION 
The eternity placed in our hearts is the source of our deepest restlessness and 
our greatest dignity. It explains why no temporary thing fully satisfies: we were 
made for more than time can hold. This is not a flaw—it is a purposeful design 
by God, placed so that we would reach beyond the visible to the eternal. The 
person who hears Ecclesiastes rightly doesn’t conclude that life is hopeless; 
they conclude that their hope must be anchored above and beyond the sun. 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
That ache you sometimes feel—the sense that there should be more, that 
something is incomplete, that beauty should last longer than it does—is not 
depression or ingratitude. It is the voice of eternity placed in you by God. Today, 
instead of medicating that ache with distraction, sit with it for a few minutes. Let 
it draw you upward. Ask God: “What are You pointing me toward through this 
longing? What can only You fill?” 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
1.  How does the idea that God placed eternity in your heart change the way 
you interpret the restlessness and longing you sometimes feel, rather than 
treating it as a problem to be solved? 
2.  In what specific areas of your life do you feel the ache of eternity most 
strongly—and what does that persistent ache reveal about what you were 
ultimately made for? 
3.  What is one temporary thing you have been treating as ultimate that the 
eternity in your heart keeps exposing as insufficient? How will you reorient 
yourself toward an eternal perspective in a practical way this week? 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
God, You made me for more than this world can hold, and I feel it. Thank You 
for that longing—it keeps me from settling. Draw me upward, beyond the 
temporary, and anchor my hope in what is eternal and real: You. Amen. 
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DAY 13  ::  A WITNESS FOR THE DEFENSE 
Ecclesiastes 3:12–13 

SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION 
Here is a clear positive command: “There is nothing better for a person than that 
he should eat and drink and find enjoyment in his toil.” This is not permission for 
hedonism—it’s an invitation to receive the simple gifts of life as sacred. The 
qualification is critical: it is “from the hand of God.” Enjoyment received as God’s 
gift is an act of worship. Enjoyment pursued as life’s ultimate purpose is idolatry. 
The difference is not in what you enjoy, but in the posture of the heart. 

THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATION 
This passage quietly dismantles two distortions of Christian living: the idea that 
pleasure is inherently bad, and the idea that pleasure is the highest good. God 
is not a cosmic killjoy who wants you to feel guilty about good things. He is a 
generous Father who wants you to receive His gifts with gratitude. Gratitude is 
the key that transforms enjoyment into worship. When you receive a good thing 
and thank God for it, you are doing exactly what you were made to do. 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
Many believers have a complicated relationship with enjoyment—either feeling 
guilty for it, or over-relying on it to fill a void it was never meant to fill. Today, 
practice real gratitude combined with enjoyment. Choose one simple pleasure in 
your day—a meal, a conversation, a walk outside—and consciously receive it 
as a gift from God’s hand. Say thank you. Let it be worship, not just 
consumption. 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
1.  Do you tend to feel guilty about enjoyment, or do you tend to over-rely on 
it to manage your emotional state? How does either distortion rob the gift of 
what God actually intends it to be? 
2.  What is the practical difference between receiving enjoyment as a gift 
from God and using enjoyment as an escape from God? How can you 
honestly tell which one you are doing? 
3.  Identify one simple, good gift in your life this week—something you 
regularly experience but rarely consciously receive as being from God. How 
will you practice gratitude around it in a way that turns it into an act of 
worship? 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Father, thank You for the gift of simple pleasures. Teach me to receive them 
with gratitude rather than guilt or greed. Let every good thing in my life become 
a doorway to worship—a reminder of Your generous hand. Amen. 

 

_____________________​
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Life on Trial  •  River Lake Church  •  27   



 
 
 

 
 
 

“HE HAS MADE EVERYTHING BEAUTIFUL  

IN ITS TIME. 

HE HAS ALSO SET ETERNITY  

IN THE HUMAN HEART; 

YET NO ONE CAN FATHOM 

WHAT GOD HAS DONE FROM  

BEGINNING TO END” 

ECCLESIASTES 3:11 
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DAY 14  ::  THE UNSHAKEABLE TESTIMONY 
Ecclesiastes 3:14–15 

SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION 
Whatever God does endures forever—nothing can be added to it and nothing 
taken from it. God has done it so that people will fear Him. What He sets in 
motion is complete and permanent. This stands in sharp contrast to human 
work, which always seems to require more improvements, more effort, more 
time—only to eventually fall apart. God’s work is not like ours. It doesn’t erode. 
It does not fail. It doesn’t need revision. And it doesn’t depend on our ability to 
hold it together. 

THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATION 
The stability of God’s work is the foundation of our trust. If His plans were as 
fragile as ours—subject to bad timing, unforeseen complications, and eventual 
obsolescence—there would be no firm ground anywhere. But because God’s 
work endures, our faith is not in our ability to make things work out. It’s in His 
sovereign, unshakeable purposes. Reverence for God—the fear of the 
Lord—grows from seeing clearly how different His work is from ours. 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
There is something deeply freeing when you realize the outcome is ultimately 
not on you. You are responsible for obedience not outcomes. But the results, 
the timing, and the ultimate shape of your life are in God’s hands. Today, identify 
one situation where you have been straining to control an outcome that only 
God can determine. Lay it before Him in prayer—and then stop pushing it for 48 
hours. That restraint is an act of worship. 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
1.  In what area of your life are you currently straining to control an outcome 
that God alone can determine? What does that straining reveal about your 
actual trust in His sovereignty? 
2.  How does the permanence of God’s work—the fact that nothing can be 
added to or taken from what He does—offer you real rest in the middle of 
your uncertain circumstances? 
3.  This week, choose one area of your life where you will actively practice 
surrender—trusting God’s timing rather than pushing your own. Write out a 
brief prayer of surrender and return to it each morning. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
God, Your work endures when mine crumbles. Your timing is right when mine 
feels all wrong. Help me to stop trying to add to what You have already 
established. I trust Your hands more than my plans. Teach me to live in the 
peace of that. Amen. 

_____________________​
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DAY 15  ::  THE HUMBLING EVIDENCE 
Ecclesiastes 3:16–22 

SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION 
The Teacher turns a dark corner—he sees injustice in the courts, wickedness 
where righteousness should be. Then he observes that humanity and animals 
share the same dust-returning destiny. The spirit goes upward, the body to 
earth—but we cannot see the full picture in the moment. This is not nihilism; it’s 
humility. We are mortal, limited creatures who cannot see the end from the 
beginning. Only God holds the full verdict and the final judgment. 

THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATION 
Mortality and injustice do the same theological work: they humble us. They 
remind us that we are not God, that we do not control outcomes, and that 
justice—even when delayed—belongs ultimately to Him. For the Christian, this 
passage sits in the shadow of the resurrection and the promise that God will 
make all things right. But many days this is hard to see. While we are in the 
middle of pain and suffering we struggle. The injustice you see today has not 
escaped His notice though. The mortality you fear has been swallowed up in 
Christ’s victory over death. 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
When you encounter injustice—in your workplace, your community, your family, 
or the news—the temptation is to rage as if you could fix it, or despair as if no 
one will. Ecclesiastes calls you to a third response: trust that judgment belongs 
to God, and act faithfully in your sphere of influence today. You cannot fix 
everything. But you can pray, act justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with God 
in the space you have been given. 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
1.  How has your awareness—or lack of awareness—of your own mortality 
shaped the way you live your daily life? What would change if you held it 
more honestly? 
2.  When you encounter injustice you cannot fix, how do you typically 
respond—with rage, despair, or trust? What does that response reveal about 
your actual belief in God’s sovereignty and justice? 
3.  Where can you act justly and love mercy in your specific sphere of 
influence this week—not to fix everything, but to be faithful to the part God 
has given you? Identify one concrete action you will take. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Lord, I am mortal and You are not. I cannot see the end of this story, but You 
can. Where I see injustice, help me to trust Your judgment. Where I am proud, 
use my mortality to humble me. And in it all, help me to be faithful with what 
You’ve placed in my hands. Amen. 
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​
WEEKLY REFLECTIONS​

 
1.​ This week put our need to control time on trial. What season are you currently 
in — and how honestly would you say you're accepting it, rather than resisting or 
rushing past it? 

 

 

2.​ God has placed eternity in the human heart, which means the restlessness 
you feel is not a malfunction but a signal. How has this week shifted the way you 
interpret your own longing and dissatisfaction?​
 

 

3.​ What is one area of your life where you are currently trying to force an 
outcome that only God can determine? What would a genuine act of surrender look 
like this week — not just in words, but in how you actually live? 

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________​

​
​

​
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WEEK FOUR 

Society on Trial 

 

If last week put our control over time on trial, this week puts something even closer to home 
in the dock: the world we live in together — the systems, the relationships, the communities, 
and the places we go to worship. 

Solomon looks around at society and what he sees is heartbreaking. The oppressed with no 
one to comfort them. Workers driven by envy rather than engagement. The lonely person 
toiling in isolation with no one to share the fruit of their labor. Leaders whose popularity rises 
and falls with the crowd. And then, most cutting of all — people who come to God's house 
but leave more empty than when they arrived, because they came to perform rather than to 
listen. 

The verdict on society as a source of meaning? Guilty. The world cannot provide the justice, 
the community, or the worship it promises. Left to itself, human society produces cynicism, 
rivalry, isolation, and religion that is more noise than encounter. 

But here is where this week gets important. Solomon doesn't call society guilty and then 
walk away. He shows us what genuine community and genuine worship look like when 
they're oriented the right way. Two are better than one. A cord of three strands is not quickly 
broken. And when you come before God — come to listen. Come with reverence. Come 
with fewer words and more attention. Come as someone who knows who is in the room. 

The trial this week is not a reason to withdraw from community or give up on the church. It is 
a call to pursue the real thing instead of the counterfeit. Genuine, accountable, 
Christ-centered community is one of the most powerful witnesses against the lie that we 
have to do life alone. And genuine worship — eyes open, heart quiet, life surrendered — is 
the most direct antidote to the horizontal chaos the Teacher describes. 

My prayer for you this week is that you would take one real step toward deeper community 
and one real step toward more genuine worship — not as programs to check off, but as the 
lifelines they actually are. 
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DAY 16  ::  THE TESTIMONY OF THE OPPRESSED 
Ecclesiastes 4:1–3 

SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION 
Qohelet looks again at the world and sees the tears of the oppressed—with no 
one to comfort them, and power on the side of their oppressors. He says the 
dead are better off than the living, and those never born better off still. This is 
raw, honest grief about a broken world. The Teacher isn’t suicidal—he’s 
suffering on behalf of others. He refuses to look away from suffering and 
pretend it doesn’t exist, because pretending never helped anyone sitting in it. 

THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATION 
God does not call His people to ignore suffering—He calls them to enter it. The 
same God who saw the tears of Israel in Egypt (Exodus 3:7) is the God who 
sees the tears of the oppressed today. The absence of a human comforter does 
not mean the absence of God. For the believer, this passage is a call to be what 
God is: a presence of comfort in a world full of pain, reflecting the compassion 
of a God who sees and cares. 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
It’s easy to observe suffering and feel helpless or overwhelmed. But 
Ecclesiastes doesn’t call you to fix everything—it calls you to just show up. Is 
there someone in your life right now who is carrying something heavy with no 
one alongside them? You don’t need to have answers. You need to have 
presence. Today, reach out to one person you know is hurting. Not with 
advice—only with your attention and your care. 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
1.  How do you typically respond when you encounter suffering you cannot 
fix—do you engage, retreat, or offer easy answers? What does your 
response reveal about your theology of suffering? 
2.  What does it mean to be a “comforter” in a broken world without simply 
trying to fix everything or minimize the pain someone is experiencing? 
3.  Who is one person in your life right now who is hurting and may feel 
alone in it? What specific, concrete way will you show up for them this 
week—not with answers, but with genuine presence? 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Father, You see every tear and hear every cry that goes unheard by the world. 
Make me someone who reflects Your compassion—who shows up for the 
hurting rather than looking away. Give me eyes to see who needs a comforter 
today. Amen. 

 

_____________________​
​
_____________________​
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_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
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DAY 17  ::  ENVY IN THE DOCK 
Ecclesiastes 4:4–6 

SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION 
Qohelet makes a sober observation: most human toil and achievement is driven 
by envy of a neighbor. We work not simply to provide or create, but to measure 
up, surpass, or be seen as successful by others. And yet the fool who does 
nothing, who folds his hands and only consumes, is equally lost. The wise 
middle path is a handful with quietness rather than two handfuls with toil and 
striving after wind. The antidote to envy isn’t laziness—it’s contentment. 

THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATION 
Envy is fundamentally a theological problem: it says that God’s distribution of 
gifts and opportunities is wrong, and I deserve what someone else has. It turns 
a neighbor’s blessing into a threat. But the gospel inverts this. Because my 
identity is grounded in being a child of God—not in my productivity or position—I 
can celebrate what others have without it threatening who I am. Contentment is 
not the absence of ambition; it’s ambition freed from the need to win. 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
Comparison is the lifeline of social media and the culture we live in. It’s nearly 
automatic. The question is whether you are aware of it and fighting it, or whether 
you’ve made peace with letting it drive you. Today, when you notice a moment 
of comparison or envy rising in you, stop and name it. Then choose to celebrate 
someone else’s win out loud—verbally, in a message, or in a prayer of thanks to 
God for what He’s given them. 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
1.  How much of your drive, ambition, and daily striving is fueled by 
comparison to others rather than by God’s calling and genuine love for what 
you do? 
2.  What does envy reveal about the actual foundation of your identity? And 
how does the gospel offer a way out of the comparison trap rather than just 
a moral command to “stop comparing”? 
3.  Choose one person whose success or blessing has triggered comparison 
or envy in you recently. What would it look like to genuinely celebrate them 
this week—and what would that act of generosity do to your own heart? 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Lord, I confess that envy has driven more of my effort than I’d like to admit. My 
identity is not in my position, my output, or my standing compared to others—it 
is in You. Free me from the exhaustion of comparison and teach me to celebrate 
what You give to others. Amen. 
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DAY 18  ::  THE CASE FOR COMMUNITY 
Ecclesiastes 4:7–12 

SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION 
Qohelet describes the tragic figure of a man who works and works but has no 
companion to share with—“For whom am I toiling?” he asks. Then the Teacher 
pivots to praise community: two are better than one, because they have a good 
reward for their toil. If one falls, the other lifts him. Two in bed stay warm. A 
threefold cord is not quickly broken. Isolation is portrayed as both foolish and 
self-defeating. Community is not a luxury—it's a necessity. 

THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATION 
God’s first “not good” in Scripture was that man should be alone (Genesis 2:18). 
This was not a defect in creation—it was God declaring that humans were 
designed for relationship. We were made in the image of a God who is Himself 
relational—Father, Son, and Spirit. The pull toward isolation is a pull away from 
how we were made. And the church is not merely a gathering of individuals who 
share beliefs; it is a community designed to reflect the relational nature of God. 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
Many people live with surface-level connection and call it community. But 
Ecclesiastes describes something deeper: someone who lifts you when you fall, 
who keeps you warm, who holds firm with you under pressure. That kind of 
relationship doesn’t happen at a comfortable distance. It requires proximity, 
vulnerability, and time. Today, be honest about whether you have that kind of 
community—and if not, take one step toward it. 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
1.  How would you honestly describe the depth of community in your life 
right now—do you have people who truly know you, and who would show up 
when you fall? If not, what is standing in the way? 
2.  What fears, wounds, or habits have contributed to your tendency toward 
isolation, and how has that isolation affected your faith and your ability to 
persevere? 
3.  What is one specific, non-comfortable step you could take this week 
toward deeper community—not just attendance, but genuine, mutual, 
vulnerable relationship? 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Father, You made me for relationship—with You and with others. Forgive me for 
the ways I’ve settled for surface-level connection while calling it community. 
Lead me to the kinds of relationships that reflect Your design and help me 
endure. Amen. 

 

_____________________​
​
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
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“THOUGH ONE MAY BE OVERPOWERED, 

TWO CAN DEFEND THEMSELVES. 

A CORD OF THREE STRANDS IS NOT QUICKLY 

BROKEN” 

ECCLESIASTES 4:12​
​
​
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DAY 19  ::  POPULARITY ON TRIAL 
Ecclesiastes 4:13–16 

SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION 
A poor but wise youth rises to replace an old and foolish king. But the crowds 
who cheered him fade away, and eventually no one remembers him either. 
Popularity is as fleeting as vapor. The people who celebrated you today will 
move on to the next thing tomorrow. Influence built on public enthusiasm alone 
has no lasting foundation. This is a sobering word for anyone who has placed 
their sense of worth in the approval, applause, or loyalty of other people.  

THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATION 
Human praise is an unstable currency. It rises and falls, and it always runs out. 
The only approval that endures is God’s. For the believer, this should 
fundamentally change our relationship with public recognition. We don’t serve 
for the crowd—we serve before God. We don’t lead for applause—we lead for 
His glory. When we understand that the ultimate audience is God alone, the 
fickleness of people loses its power to devastate us. 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
Think about who in your life you have been giving too much power to—a boss, a 
parent, a peer, a following, a community, a social media platform—whose 
approval or disapproval shapes your mood, your decisions, and your sense of 
worth. Today, name that person or group honestly. Then surrender that power 
back to God in prayer. You were not made to live for the crowd. You were made 
to live before an audience of One. 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
1.  Whose approval are you most dependent on right now, and how does 
that dependence shape your daily decisions in ways that God’s approval 
alone should be shaping them? 
2.  How have you experienced the pain of people’s praise fading or turning 
to criticism? What did that season teach you about where to anchor your 
identity? 
3.  What is one decision you have been making based on what others will 
think rather than what God is actually calling you to? What would it look like 
to make that decision based on His voice alone? 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Lord, I confess that I give other people too much power over my sense of worth. 
Their applause rises and falls—but Your approval does not. Help me to live 
before Your eyes, not for the crowd. Amen. 
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DAY 20  ::  WORSHIP CALLED TO THE STAND 
Ecclesiastes 5:1–7 

SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION 
After observing the chaos of human society, the Teacher turns to the one place 
order can be found: the house of God. But even here, he offers a sharp warning. 
Come to listen, not to perform. Guard your steps. Let your words be few. Don’t 
make rash vows to God and then fail to keep them. Better not to vow at all than 
to vow and not follow through. The person who rambles in prayer and makes 
promises they don’t keep is treating God like a transaction rather than a 
sovereign. 

THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATION 
Worship is not a performance we put on for God’s benefit—it is an encounter 
with the living God that reshapes us. The fear of God that Ecclesiastes calls us 
to is not terror—it is the appropriate weight of standing before the One who 
made everything and holds all things. When we treat worship casually—coming 
with a shopping list, making promises we don’t intend to keep, speaking more 
than we listen—we reveal that we have reduced God to a genie rather than a 
King. 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
Most of us come to prayer with more to say than we have ears to hear. Today, 
reverse the ratio. Spend your prayer time mostly listening. Sit in silence for a 
few minutes before you speak. Ask God to surface what He wants you to hear 
rather than jumping to what you want to ask for. And before you leave, ask: “Is 
there a vow or promise I’ve made to You that I’ve been slow to keep?” Then 
keep it. 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
1.  How would you honestly describe the posture of your prayer life—are you 
primarily speaking or primarily listening? What does that ratio reveal about 
how you actually view your relationship with God? 
2.  What does “fearing God” in the context of worship look like practically? 
How is it different from both casual familiarity and fearful distance? 
3.  Is there a vow, commitment, or promise you have made to God that you 
have not yet followed through on? What is keeping you from fulfilling it, and 
what step will you take this week to honor your word? 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
God, I confess that I often come to You with too many words and too little 
listening. You are not a transaction—You are the King. Teach me to enter Your 
presence with reverence, to speak less and listen more, and to keep what I 
promise. Amen. 
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​
WEEKLY REFLECTIONS​

 
1.​ This week examined the systems and relationships we live inside — 
oppression, envy, isolation, popularity, worship. Where did you feel the most 
convicted, and what does that tell you about where your soul has been seeking 
meaning? 

 

2.​ The verdict on society is that it cannot provide the justice, community, or 
worship we need. But the call isn't to withdraw — it's to pursue the real thing. Where 
is God inviting you toward deeper, more costly community than you currently have? 

 

3.​ Worship was the final defendant. How would you honestly describe your 
posture before God right now — are you coming to receive, or coming to perform? 
What would genuine reverence look like in your most ordinary moments this week? 

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________​

​
​

​
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WEEK FIVE 

Wealth on Trial 

 

This week the courtroom calls arguably its most compelling defendant: money. 

Wealth is a persuasive witness. It comes in well-dressed, it speaks confidently, and it has a 
long track record of being trusted. It promises security. It promises peace. It promises that if 
you can just accumulate enough of it, the anxiety will settle, the options will open up, and 
you'll finally feel like you have enough room to breathe. 

And then Solomon cross-examines it. 

What does it feel like to love money? You never have enough. What happens when wealth 
multiplies? Appetite multiplies with it. What does the rich person do at night? He cannot 
sleep — too much to protect, too much to lose. And in the most devastating moment of the 
cross-examination: a man who has everything — wealth, honor, children, a long life — but 
who also is not given the ability to enjoy it. A stranger enjoys what he worked for. All of it, 
guilty. 

Now I want to be careful here, because this week is not about guilt over what you have. It is 
not a command to be poor or to feel ashamed of what God has blessed you with. 
Ecclesiastes is more precise than that. The charge against wealth is not that it exists — it's 
that it consistently overpromises and underdelivers. It makes a lousy god while being a 
wonderful gift. 

And buried in the middle of this difficult passage is something that should genuinely free 
you: the ability to enjoy what you have is not just a gift, but a gift from God. The person who 
receives their portion with gratitude — who eats their meal and thanks the One who 
provided it, who gives generously and sleeps soundly — that person is experiencing a 
richness that no account balance can manufacture. 

The verdict on wealth as a source of meaning and security: guilty as charged. But the case 
for a life of gratitude, contentment, and open-handed generosity? That case has never been 
stronger. 

My prayer for you this week is that God would show you where money has moved from tool 
to master in your life — and give you the freedom that comes from holding it with an open 
hand. 
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DAY 21  ::  THE BROKEN SYSTEM’S TESTIMONY 
Ecclesiastes 5:8–12 

SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION 
Qohelet observes that the oppression of the poor and the denial of justice 
shouldn’t surprise us—there are officials over officials, each protecting the one 
above them. The system is designed to benefit those at the top. Then he shifts: 
whoever loves money never has enough. Whoever loves wealth is never 
satisfied with their income. The laborer sleeps soundly; the rich man cannot 
sleep for worry. More money doesn’t solve the problem—it multiplies it. 

THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATION 
Broken systems and broken hearts are connected. Both reflect the same fallen 
reality: humanity organizing itself around self-interest rather than God’s justice. 
The person who accumulates wealth without God doesn’t find peace—they find 
anxiety. This is not because wealth is evil, but because wealth was never 
designed to be a god. When we put money in the place only God can occupy, it 
produces exactly what idols always produce: more hunger, more worry, and less 
rest. 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
Take an honest look at your relationship with money this week. Not whether you 
have a lot or a little, but what money does to your anxiety level. Do you sleep 
well when things are financially uncertain? Do you give generously, or does 
giving feel threatening? Do you spend money to manage your emotions? Your 
answers will reveal whether money is a tool in your hands or a master of your 
heart. Talk honestly to God about what you find. 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
1.  What does your relationship with money reveal about what you actually 
trust for security, peace, and provision—God or your bank account? 
2.  How has the pursuit of financial security led to more anxiety rather than 
more peace in your experience? What does that pattern teach you about 
where security must ultimately come from? 
3.  What is one concrete step you could take this week to loosen money’s 
grip on your sense of security—through generosity, simplicity, or a deliberate 
act of trust in God’s provision? 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Father, You own everything and You provide for Your people. Forgive me for 
treating money as my source of security rather than You. Teach me to hold it 
loosely, give it generously, and trust You with what I cannot control. Amen. 
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DAY 22  ::  HOARDING ON TRIAL 
Ecclesiastes 5:13–17 

SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION 
Qohelet describes a grievous evil: wealth hoarded to its owner’s hurt. A bad 
investment. Everything lost. A son inherits nothing. The man who came naked 
from his mother’s womb leaves the same way. He toiled and gathered—and 
took nothing with him. The result is that he eats in darkness and suffers 
sickness, vexation, and anger. Hoarding doesn’t produce safety—it produces its 
own kind of poverty. The attempt to secure everything ultimately costs you more 
than you saved. 

THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATION 
The theological word for hoarding is idolatry. When we hoard 
resources—money, time, influence, affection—we are saying to God: “I don’t 
trust You to provide, so I’m going to stockpile enough of this to be safe without 
You.” But we come into the world with nothing and we leave with nothing. 
Everything in between is entrusted to us by God. Stewardship, not ownership, is 
the posture of the person who truly trusts God. 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
Think about what you are currently “hoarding”—not just money, but time, 
security, emotional energy, or possessions. What are you gripping tightly 
because you’re afraid of losing it? Today, identify one specific thing and take a 
step of intentional generosity or release with it. Give something away. Let 
something go. Open a closed fist. That act of release is an act of trust in the 
God who provides. 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
1.  Beyond money, what are you hoarding right now—time, emotional 
energy, affection, control—and what fear is driving that hoarding behavior? 
2.  What is the difference between wise stewardship and fearful hoarding? 
How do you know which posture is shaping your decisions? 
3.  What is one specific thing you are currently gripping tightly that God may 
be inviting you to release—through generosity, forgiveness, or surrender? 
What step will you take this week to open that fist? 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Lord, I came into this world with nothing and I will leave the same way. 
Everything in between is Yours. Forgive me for the ways I hoard what You have 
entrusted to me. Teach me to be a generous steward rather than a fearful 
hoarder. Amen. 
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DAY 23  ::  THE DEFENSE OF CONTENTMENT 
Ecclesiastes 5:18–20 

SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION 
This is one of the most hopeful passages in Ecclesiastes: it is good and fitting to 
eat and drink and find enjoyment in your toil under the sun. When God gives 
someone wealth and possessions and the ability to enjoy them—this is a gift 
from God. The person who receives this gift is kept so occupied with joy in their 
heart that they do not brood much over the days of their life. The word “brood” is 
the giveaway: the antidote to anxiety is not more accumulation—it is the 
capacity to enjoy what you already have. 

THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATION 
Contentment is one of the most countercultural postures a Christian can adopt. 
Paul says he “learned” it—it wasn’t natural, it was practiced (Philippians 4:11). 
The ability to enjoy what you already have, rather than pining for what you don’t, 
is a spiritual discipline. It declares to the world that God is enough. It declares to 
your own heart that your worth is not measured by what you possess. And it 
frees up energy that the anxious pursuit of “more” constantly consumes. 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
There is a practice that cuts against the grain of every advertisement you will 
see today: it’s called counting what you already have. Not as a denial of real 
need—but as a deliberate act of gratitude that recalibrates your heart. Today, 
write down ten specific things you already have—not things you want—that are 
genuine gifts from God. Read them slowly. Thank Him for each one. Let the act 
of naming your portion shift the posture of your heart. 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
1.  How does the relentless message of “more” that surrounds you daily 
shape your ability to feel genuinely satisfied with what God has already 
given you? 
2.  What is the connection between contentment and trust in God’s 
goodness and provision? How does discontentment reveal something about 
what you actually believe about God? 
3.  What specific practices of gratitude could you build into your weekly 
rhythm that would train your heart toward contentment rather than constant 
appetite for more? Choose one and start it today. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
God, You have given me more than I deserve and more than I acknowledge. 
Forgive me for the ingratitude that drives my constant appetite for more. Teach 
me to enjoy my portion—to receive what You’ve given with joy rather than 
always grasping for what I don’t have. Amen. 
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“WHOEVER LOVES MONEY NEVER HAS ENOUGH; 

WHOEVER LOVES WEALTH IS NEVER SATISFIED 

WITH THEIR INCOME. 

THIS TOO IS MEANINGLESS” 

ECCLESIASTES 5:10​
​
​
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DAY 24  ::  THE MAN WHO HAD EVERYTHING 
Ecclesiastes 6:1–6 

SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION 
Qohelet describes a man to whom God gave wealth, possessions, and 
honor—everything anyone could want—but who was not given the ability to 
enjoy them, so that a stranger enjoys them instead. He calls this a “grave evil” 
and “a vanity.” Even a hundred children and a long life mean nothing if the soul 
is never satisfied with good things. The stillborn child, who never saw or 
experienced anything, is better off. Having without enjoying is its own form of 
frustration. 

THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATION 
The capacity to enjoy is itself a gift from God—it cannot be manufactured or 
earned. This passage exposes the futility of accumulation divorced from God’s 
blessing. You can have everything and still have nothing if God has not given 
you the capacity to receive it with gratitude and joy. This is why contentment is 
not about having a certain amount—it’s about being rightly related to God, who 
alone gives us the ability to enjoy what He provides. 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
It’s possible to be extremely blessed and still live like a spiritually impoverished 
person — because you can’t stop wanting more long enough to enjoy what you 
have. Today, slow down and pay attention to your enjoyment level. Are you 
actually tasting the good things in your life, or are you consuming them while 
already thinking about the next thing? Plan one simple joy this week—a meal, a 
walk, time with someone you love—and give it your undivided presence. 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
1.  How often do you actually stop and enjoy the good things in your life 
versus always being mentally ahead to the next goal, the next possession, 
or the next milestone? 
2.  What does it mean to you that the capacity to enjoy is itself a gift from 
God—not something you can produce through willpower or circumstance? 
3.  What is one simple, good thing in your life this week that you have been 
too busy or too distracted to actually enjoy? How will you give it your full 
presence and receive it as a gift from God? 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Father, I have so much and enjoy so little of it. Forgive me for the restlessness 
that keeps me from receiving Your gifts with presence and gratitude. Slow me 
down. Teach me to taste the good things You have placed in my life. Amen. 

_____________________​
​
_____________________​
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_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
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_____________________ 
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​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
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DAY 25  ::  THE APPETITE THAT CANNOT REST 
Ecclesiastes 6:7–12 

SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION 
All the toil of man is for his mouth—yet his appetite is never satisfied. The wise 
man and the fool share the same end. Better what the eye sees than the 
wandering of desire. No one knows what is good for man in life, or what will 
happen after him. Qohelet ends this section with a series of hard questions that 
have no easy answers. Life is short. The future is opaque. And the appetite, left 
ungoverned, will keep going even when there’s nothing left to take. 

THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATION 
The undisciplined appetite is ultimately a spiritual problem. It is the human heart 
insisting on being its own god—deciding what it needs, pursuing it relentlessly, 
and refusing to accept that Another knows better. The gospel addresses the 
root: when Jesus becomes the treasure of your heart, the appetite for everything 
else loses its stranglehold. This doesn’t mean desires disappear—it means they 
find their proper order, governed by something bigger than themselves. 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
Take a moment to name the appetite that has the strongest grip on you right 
now. Not necessarily food—it could be approval, control, achievement, comfort, 
or distraction. Whatever it is, it’s been making promises it can’t keep. Today, 
instead of feeding it, fast it—even for 24 hours. In that space of going without, 
ask God to show you what that appetite has been trying to do for your soul that 
only He can actually do. 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
1.  What is the appetite that currently has the strongest grip on your daily 
life—and what has it been promising you that it consistently fails to deliver? 
2.  How does the gospel address the root of consumer idolatry rather than 
just offering moral commands to “want less”? What changes when Jesus 
becomes the treasure your heart is most after? 
3.  What is one appetite-driven habit you will fast from for 24 hours this 
week? What will you do with the space that creates, and what will you ask 
God in that moment of craving? 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Lord, my appetite promises more than it delivers. It keeps moving and never 
arrives. Turn my heart toward the One thing that truly satisfies—toward You. Let 
my deepest hunger be for Your presence, Your word, and Your will. Amen. 
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​
WEEKLY REFLECTIONS​

 
1.​ Money is a persuasive witness. After this week, where do you see its 
influence most clearly in your life — not just in spending, but in anxiety, in 
decision-making, in how secure or insecure you feel? 

 

2.​ Contentment is not the absence of desire — it is a practiced discipline of 
receiving what you already have. What is one specific thing you already possess 
that you have been failing to receive with actual gratitude? 

 

3.​ Generosity is the antidote to hoarding. What is one concrete, open-handed 
act you are willing to commit to before this week ends — not when you feel 
financially ready, but now, as an act of trust in the God who provides? 

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________​

​
​

​
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WEEK SIX 
Comfort on Trial 

 

I need to warn you before we start this week: the defendant the Teacher puts on trial here 
may be the one you were least expecting. It is not an obvious villain. In fact, most of us don't 
just tolerate this defendant — we actively pursue it. 

This week's defendant is comfort. 

Solomon looks at the way human beings are wired to avoid difficulty, seek ease, and 
surround themselves with voices that make them feel good — and he puts that instinct on 
trial. He calls a series of witnesses: laughter, feasting, entertainment, flattery, the praise of 
fools. And one by one he cross-examines them. Can you produce lasting character? Can 
you form a person into someone mature, wise, and genuinely good? Can you prepare them 
for the hard days of life? 

The verdict is unanimous: guilty. Comfort cannot produce what only difficulty can. A house of 
mourning teaches what a house of feasting never will. The rebuke of a wise person does 
more than the songs of those who only tell you what you want to hear. The crooked places 
— the seasons of hardship and confusion and loss — form something in us that the smooth 
paths simply cannot. 

I know this is not easy to sit with. None of us come to this devotional hoping the message is 
"embrace the hard thing." But here is what I have found to be true in my own life, and in the 
lives of nearly every person I have walked through difficulty with: the seasons that shaped 
us most were almost never the comfortable ones. God does some of His most profound 
work in the house of mourning. The cross itself is the ultimate proof of that. 

This week is not about manufacturing suffering or treating hardship like a spiritual 
achievement. It is about learning not to run from the hard things God is using — and trusting 
that the discomfort and frustration is actually part of the formation. 

My prayer for you this week is that wherever you have been running from something difficult, 
God would meet you in it and show you what He is building through it. 
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DAY 26  ::  GRIEF TAKES THE STAND 
Ecclesiastes 7:1–4 

SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION 
A good name is better than precious ointment, and the day of death is better 
than the day of birth. It is better to go to a house of mourning than a house of 
feasting. The heart of the wise is in the house of mourning. This is deeply 
counter-intuitive to a comfort-seeking culture. The Teacher is not glorifying 
misery—he is observing that sorrow has a teaching capacity that pleasure 
doesn’t. Grief pulls off the superficial layers and confronts us with what actually 
matters. 

THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATION 
God uses grief and hardship as instruments of formation. The Beatitudes begin 
with mourning (Matthew 5:4). Paul calls suffering the pathway to endurance, 
character, and hope (Romans 5:3-4). The book of Hebrews says God 
disciplines those He loves (Hebrews 12:6). This is not a theology of 
masochism—it’s a theology of formation. God is not the author of evil, but He is 
a sovereign redeemer who takes hard things and uses them to shape us into 
people we could not become through comfort alone. 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
Most of us move as quickly as possible through grief, discomfort, and difficulty. 
We numb it, distract from it, or rush through it. But Ecclesiastes invites us to sit 
in the house of mourning long enough to hear what it has to say. Today, bring 
one grief, loss, or ongoing hardship to God without immediately asking Him to 
take it away. Ask instead: “What are You forming in me through this? What do 
You want me to see that I can’t see in the house of feasting?” 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
1.  What does your typical response to grief, discomfort, or loss reveal about 
whether you trust God’s forming work in hard seasons, or primarily want to 
escape them? 
2.  How have you seen God use a season of mourning or difficulty to form 
something in you that comfort simply could not have produced? 
3.  What grief, loss, or hardship are you currently moving through or 
avoiding? What would it look like to sit with it honestly before God this 
week—not to wallow in it, but to receive what it might be teaching you? 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Father, I’d rather be in the house of feasting. But You often do Your deepest 
work in the house of mourning. Give me the courage to sit with hard things 
rather than always running from them. Use my grief to form in me what comfort 
never could. Amen. 

 

_____________________​
​
_____________________​
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_____________________ 
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DAY 27  ::  FLATTERY ON TRIAL 
Ecclesiastes 7:5–6 

SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION 
It is better to hear the rebuke of the wise than to hear the song of fools. The 
laughter of fools is like the crackling of thorns under a pot—loud, bright, and 
gone in an instant. The rebuke of the wise, by contrast, might sting—but it stays 
with you, shapes you, and produces growth. A fool surrounds himself with 
people who only affirm him. A wise person seeks out the honest voice, even 
when it’s uncomfortable, because they value who they’re becoming more than 
how they feel in the moment. 

THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATION 
Proverbs 27:6 puts it plainly: “Faithful are the wounds of a friend; profuse are 
the kisses of an enemy.” The Christian life was never designed to be lived in an 
echo chamber. The body of Christ is meant to speak truth to one another in love 
(Ephesians 4:15), to spur one another toward good works (Hebrews 10:24), and 
to carry each other’s burdens (Galatians 6:2). None of that happens if we only 
allow voices that make us feel good about where we already are. 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
Who in your life has permission to tell you hard truths? Not someone who 
criticizes without love—but someone who knows you well enough and cares 
enough to say what you need to hear rather than what you want to hear. If that 
relationship doesn’t exist, today is the day to pursue it. And if it does exist, ask 
yourself: when was the last time you actually sought their honest input on 
something that mattered? 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
1.  Who in your life currently has genuine permission to rebuke, correct, or 
challenge you with truth—and are you actually making yourself accessible to 
that kind of voice? 
2.  What is the difference between correction that is life-giving and criticism 
that is destructive? How do you discern which one you’re receiving, and 
respond accordingly? 
3.  Is there a hard truth someone has spoken to you recently that you have 
been slow to receive or act on? What is one step you could take this week to 
respond to that correction with humility rather than defensiveness? 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Lord, I am far more comfortable with songs of affirmation than with the rebuke of 
the wise. Give me the humility to seek honest voices, to receive correction as a 
gift rather than a threat, and to value who I’m becoming more than how I feel in 
the moment. Amen. 
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DAY 28  ::  IMPATIENCE IN THE DOCK 
Ecclesiastes 7:7–10 

SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION 
Extortion makes a wise man foolish, and a bribe corrupts the heart. Better the 
patient in spirit than the proud in spirit. Don’t be quickly provoked. And then this 
sharp word: don’t say, “Why were the former days better than these?”—for it is 
not wisdom to ask this. Impatience and nostalgia are twins, and both lead to the 
same place: missing the present because you’re either rushing ahead to get 
there or looking back to return to what was. Neither posture is wisdom. 

THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATION 
Nostalgia is a form of unbelief. When we say the former days were better, we 
are implicitly saying that God was more present, more active, or more generous 
then than He is now. But God is not more faithful in retrospect than in the 
present. His mercies are new every morning. The wise person is the one who 
can grieve real loss without collapsing into a past that was never as perfect as 
memory insists. God is doing something in this moment—wisdom means 
staying present to it. 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
Take an honest inventory of where nostalgia or impatience is most active in your 
life. Are you romanticizing a season of life that has passed, or are you so 
focused on where you want to be that you’re not present where you are? Today, 
ask God to help you be fully awake to this season—its gifts and its 
difficulties—without looking over your shoulder at what was or craning your neck 
toward what might be. 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
1.  In what areas of your life has nostalgia for “the way things were” been 
keeping you from engaging faithfully and hopefully with the present season 
God has you in? 
2.  What does the persistence of impatience in your life reveal about your 
actual trust in God’s timing and His ability to work in your current 
circumstances? 
3.  What is one area where you have been either rushing ahead or looking 
back rather than being present? How will you practice faithful attentiveness 
to your actual present-day life this week? 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
God, You are as present and as faithful right now as You have ever been. 
Forgive me for the nostalgia that romanticizes the past and the impatience that 
rushes past the present. Help me to live fully in the season You have me in, 
trusting that You are at work here. Amen. 

_____________________​
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“IT IS BETTER TO GO A HOUSE OF MOURNING 

THAN TO GO TO A HOUSE OF FEASTING, 

FOR DEATH IS THE DESTINY OF EVERYONE; 

THE LIVING SHOULD TAKE THIS TO HEART” 

ECCLESIASTES 7:2​
​
​
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DAY 29  ::  THE CROOKED EVIDENCE 
Ecclesiastes 7:11–14 

SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION 
Wisdom is an advantage, giving life to the one who has it. But here is the honest 
word: consider God’s work—who can make straight what He has made 
crooked? In a day of prosperity, be joyful. In a day of adversity, consider: God 
has made both. The crooked things—the unanswered questions, the seasons of 
loss—are not outside God’s sovereignty. They are within it. Wisdom doesn’t 
require making sense of everything. It requires trusting the One who holds it all. 

THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATION 
This is one of the most theologically demanding passages in Ecclesiastes: God 
has made the crooked day as well as the straight one. This is not fatalism—it’s 
sovereignty. It does not mean God is the author of evil, but it does mean that 
nothing catches Him off guard. For the believer, the crooked places are not 
evidence of God’s absence or failure. They are invitations to a trust that goes 
deeper than outcomes. The God who raises the dead is not undone by a 
crooked day. 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
What is the “crooked thing” in your life right now—the circumstance that doesn’t 
make sense, the prayer that seems unanswered, the outcome that doesn’t 
match your faithfulness? Bring it to God today not with a demand for 
explanation, but with an act of trust. Tell Him specifically: “I don’t understand 
this, and I’m choosing to trust You with it anyway.” Then write down what that 
looks like practically in the coming week. 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
1.  What is the “crooked place” in your life right now—the thing that doesn’t 
make sense, that seems unfair, that you cannot straighten no matter how 
hard you try? 
2.  What is the difference between trusting God’s sovereignty in hard 
circumstances and simply accepting fatalistic resignation? How does the 
gospel make one possible and the other unnecessary? 
3.  How will you practically demonstrate trust in God’s sovereignty over your 
crooked circumstance this week—not just in words, but in the choices you 
make and the posture you carry? 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Father, there are crooked things in my life that I cannot straighten. I don’t 
understand them, and I don’t always like them. But I trust that You hold 
them—and that Your ways are higher than mine. Give me the grace to trust 
what I cannot explain. Amen. 

_____________________​
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DAY 30  ::  THE FORMULA FOUND GUILTY 
Ecclesiastes 7:15–29 

SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION 
Qohelet has seen everything in his brief life: righteous people perishing and 
wicked people living long. Don’t be overly righteous or overly wicked, he 
says—don’t think that playing by a formula guarantees a formulaic outcome. 
Wisdom gives strength, but no one is without sin. He searched and searched for 
wisdom and found that it is far from him. And he found that while God made 
humanity upright, they have sought out many schemes. Life is not a formula. 
Humility is the only honest response. 

THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATION 
The theology of a transactional relationship with God—obey and be blessed, sin 
and be punished—collapses under the weight of lived experience, as both Job 
and Qohelet discovered. God is not a vending machine that dispenses 
outcomes based on spiritual input. He is a sovereign Father who works all 
things together for good for those who love Him (Romans 8:28)—but on His 
terms and in His timing, not ours. Humility before mystery is the mark of mature 
faith. 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
Where have you been operating with a transactional view of God—expecting a 
specific outcome in exchange for your faithfulness? When it doesn’t work out 
that way, what happens to your faith? Today, name one place where God has 
not delivered what you thought faithfulness entitled you to. Then ask Him to 
replace your formula with something deeper: a trust in His character that doesn’t 
depend on outcomes going your way. 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
1.  Where in your life are you operating with a transactional view of 
God—believing that your faithfulness entitles you to specific outcomes—and 
what happens to your faith when those expectations aren’t met? 
2.  What is the difference between a faith that trusts God’s character through 
unexplained outcomes and a faith that is ultimately conditioned on God 
behaving the way you expect Him to? 
3.  In what specific area are you being called to release a formula you’ve 
been holding onto and embrace the harder, deeper posture of trusting God 
even when the math doesn’t work out the way you expected? 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
God, I confess that I sometimes relate to You like a transaction. I bring my 
faithfulness and expect specific outcomes in return. Forgive me for reducing You 
to a formula. Teach me to trust Your character even when I don’t understand 
Your ways. Amen. 
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​
WEEKLY REFLECTIONS​

 
1.​ This week put comfort itself on trial. What is the hardest thing you are 
currently running from — and what might God be trying to form in you through it that 
ease simply cannot produce? 

 

2.​ The Teacher says the house of mourning teaches what the house of feasting 
never can. Looking at your own story, what has suffering taught you that comfort 
never could have? What is that teaching worth to you now? 

 

3.​ The formula — obey and be blessed — was found guilty. Where are you still 
operating with a transactional view of God, quietly expecting specific outcomes in 
exchange for your faithfulness? What would it look like to trust His character rather 
than His formula? 

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________​

​
​

​
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WEEK SEVEN 

Justice on Trial 

 

I want to start this week by naming something that I think a lot of us are afraid to say out 
loud: sometimes it feels like God is not keeping His end of the deal. 

You do what's right. You pray. You give. You live with integrity. And then the outcome doesn't 
match the faithfulness. Someone else gets the promotion. The relationship doesn't heal. The 
prayer doesn't get answered the way you expected. The person cutting corners gets ahead 
while you fall behind. And somewhere in the gap between what you expected and what 
actually happened, a quiet cynicism begins to form. 

This week, Solomon puts that gap itself on trial. He has seen wicked people buried with 
honor while the righteous are forgotten. He has watched justice delayed so long it starts to 
look like justice abandoned. He observes that time and chance happen to everyone — the 
race is not always to the swift, the battle is not always to the strong. And he doesn't flinch 
from saying it. 

The defendant this week is a belief that many of us hold without realizing it: the belief that 
life is supposed to be fair, and that God is obligated to reward our faithfulness with the 
specific outcomes we expect. When we cross-examine that belief honestly, it comes up 
guilty — not because God is unjust, but because we have confused faithfulness with a 
transaction. 

Here is what I want you to hold onto this week: obedience to God is not an investment 
strategy. It’s a response to God’s love already given to us. It says: I trust Your character 
deeply enough to keep walking in Your ways even when I cannot see what You're doing, 
even when the scoreboard doesn't make sense, even when justice feels delayed. That is a 
harder, deeper, more durable faith than the one that is conditioned on outcomes going the 
way we hoped. 

God is not absent from the courtroom. He is the Judge. And His judgment — complete and 
final and perfectly just — is still coming. 

My prayer for you this week is that wherever the gap between your faithfulness and your 
outcomes has been feeding doubt, God would meet you with something more durable than 
the results you were waiting for. 
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DAY 31  ::  AUTHORITY ON TRIAL 
Ecclesiastes 8:1–9 

SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION 
The wise person knows how to interpret things. Keep the king’s command 
because of the oath before God. Don’t rush away from His presence. Don’t take 
a stand in an evil cause. Whoever keeps the commandment will know no evil 
thing. Qohelet is calling for a particular kind of wisdom: knowing how to navigate 
authority structures with integrity and reverence. Man lords it over man to his 
harm, he observes—human authority is always flawed. But that doesn’t mean it 
is to be despised. 

THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATION 
The Christian lives under multiple layers of authority: God, government, church 
leaders, employers, and family structures. Scripture consistently calls us to 
honor these authorities not because they are perfect, but because they are 
ordered by God’s design (Romans 13:1). Faithful living under imperfect 
authority is a form of trust in God’s sovereignty. It says: I believe that God is 
working even through imperfect systems, and my role is to be faithful within 
them rather than to undermine them. 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
Think about the authorities in your life—your leaders, your employer, your 
church leadership. How is your posture toward them? Are you honoring, critical, 
or quietly subversive? It’s easy when we don’t like our president, boss, or 
spiritual leader to dishonor them with our thoughts and actions. Today, pray 
specifically for your leaders—not as a performance, but as a genuine act of trust 
that God is sovereign over the structures He has allowed. If there is a specific 
authority relationship where your posture has been wrong, confess it and ask 
God for the humility to honor them faithfully. 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
1.  How would you honestly describe your posture toward the authorities in 
your life—your leaders, employer, government, church? 
2.  What is the difference between honoring authority faithfully and 
complying with it mindlessly?  
3.  Pray specifically for three leaders in your life this week—not for what you 
want them to do differently, but for their wisdom, character, and relationship 
with God. How does that kind of prayer change your own posture toward 
them? 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Lord, it is hard to honor authority I don’t agree with or trust. But You are 
sovereign over every structure. Give me the wisdom to be faithful within the 
authority relationships You’ve placed me in, and the discernment to know when 
and how to navigate them with integrity. Amen. 

_____________________​
​
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 

Life on Trial  •  River Lake Church  •  57   



 

_____________________​
​
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
​
_____________________ 
 

DAY 32  ::  UNDERSTANDING ON TRIAL 
Ecclesiastes 8:10–17 

SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION 
The wicked are buried with honor, while the righteous are forgotten. Because 
justice is not quickly executed, the hearts of people are fully set on doing evil. 
But ultimately it will go well with those who fear God. The Teacher has seen all 
the work of God and declares that no one can discover the meaning of what 
happens under the sun. Even the wise man who claims to know does not 
actually know. This is the uncomfortable conclusion: you cannot figure it all out. 
Some things are simply beyond your capacity to understand. 

THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATION 
The inability to fully understand God’s ways is not a failure of faith—it is a 
feature of humanity built into our existence before an infinite God. Isaiah 55:9 
declares that God’s ways are higher than ours as the heavens are higher than 
the earth. Faith does not require understanding everything—it requires trusting 
the character of the One who does understand everything. The mature believer 
learns to hold mystery without collapsing into either cynicism or false certainty. 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
There is likely something in your life right now that you have been working hard 
to understand—a painful circumstance, an unfair outcome, a prayer that seems 
unanswered. Today, practice the spiritual discipline of releasing the demand for 
an explanation. Say out loud: “God, I don’t understand this—and I am choosing 
to trust You with what I cannot figure out.” Write it down and return to it 
whenever the need for understanding rises back up. 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
1.  What are you currently trying hardest to understand—to make sense of, 
to explain, to figure out—that God may be calling you to simply trust Him 
with rather than solve? 
2.  What is the difference between honest intellectual wrestling with God and 
the demand that He explain Himself before you’ll trust Him? Where are you 
on that spectrum right now? 
3.  How would your daily anxiety level change if you genuinely accepted that 
you don’t need to understand everything—only trust the One who does? 
What would you do differently starting today? 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
God, I am not You. I cannot see everything You see or understand what You 
understand. Forgive me for the times I’ve demanded explanation before trust. I 
choose today to say: I don’t understand, but I will be faithful. That is enough. 
Amen. 
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DAY 33  ::  MORTALITY AS KEY WITNESS 
Ecclesiastes 9:1–6 

SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION 
One fate comes to all—the righteous and the wicked, the clean and the unclean, 
the one who sacrifices and the one who doesn’t. The living know that they will 
die, but the dead know nothing—they have no more reward, for the memory of 
them is forgotten. Their love, their hate, their envy have already perished. This 
is the Teacher’s way of saying: the “now” is what you have. The present is not a 
waiting room for a better future. It is the arena of your faithfulness. 

THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATION 
The awareness of mortality is not meant to produce despair—it is meant to 
produce urgency. For the Christian, this urgency is not driven by fear of 
judgment but by love for God and love for people. Because time is limited, every 
ordinary day is actually extraordinary. Every conversation is an opportunity. 
Every act of faithfulness carries eternal weight. The resurrection guarantees that 
nothing done in faith is ultimately wasted, which means the present moment 
matters more—not less. 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
Is there something you have been putting off—a conversation you need to have, 
a reconciliation you need to pursue, a commitment you need to make, an act of 
love you keep intending to do “someday”? The Teacher’s word is blunt: 
someday may not come. Today is what you have. Choose one thing you have 
been delaying and do it today—not because of guilt, but because the people 
and purposes in front of you are worth your full, present engagement. 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
1.  How does the honest awareness that your time is finite change the way 
you should be prioritizing relationships, obedience, and love in your actual 
daily life—not someday, but today? 
2.  What is the difference between the urgency that comes from fear of 
death and the urgency that comes from love for God and people? Which 
one is actually motivating you? 
3.  What is one thing you have been delaying—a hard conversation, an act 
of reconciliation, a step of obedience, an expression of love—that you will 
do today rather than continuing to put it off? 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Lord, You have given me today. Not someday—today. Help me to live with holy 
urgency—not from fear, but from love. May I not waste the time You have given 
me on things that don’t matter, while the people and purposes that do remain 
waiting. Amen. 
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“I HAVE SEEN SOMETHING ELSE UNDER THE SUN: 

THE RACE IS NOT TO THE SWIFT OR THE BATTLE TO THE STRONG, 

NOR DOES FOOD COME TO THE WISE 

TO THE BRILLIANT 

OR FAVOR TO THE LEARNED; 

BUT TIME AND CHANCE HAPPEN TO THEM ALL.” 

ECCLESIASTES 9:11​
​
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DAY 34  ::  THE ORDINARY LIFE ON TRIAL 
Ecclesiastes 9:7–10 

SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION 
Go, eat your bread with joy and drink your wine with a merry heart, for God has 
already approved what you do. Let your garments be always white. Enjoy life 
with the wife whom you love. Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your 
might. This is a remarkable series of commands in the shadow of mortality. 
Rather than producing paralysis or despair, the awareness of death produces 
this response: engage fully. Love deeply. Work with all your might. An ordinary 
life, lived before God, is sacred ground. 

THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATION 
The Protestant Reformation recovered a doctrine that the medieval church had 
obscured: the theology of vocation. Every lawful calling—not just ministry but 
farming, cooking, teaching, building, parenting—is sacred when done before 
God and for His glory. There is no secular/sacred divide for the person who 
walks with God. The meal you eat, the work you do, the person you love—all of 
it can be an act of worship when it is done with a heart that says: “This is for 
You, Lord.” 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
Today, choose one ordinary task—something you might normally do on 
autopilot—and do it with all your might as an act of worship. Whether it’s a 
meeting, a meal, time with your kids, or a work project. Bring your full presence, 
your full energy, and your full heart to it. Before you begin, pray: “Lord, I’m doing 
this for You.” Then let that intention shape how you show up. 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
1.  How does the theology of vocation—the idea that ordinary work done 
before God is sacred—change the way you think about the non-ministry 
parts of your daily life? 
2.  What does it look like practically to “do with all your might” what your 
hand finds to do? What would change in your work and relationships if you 
brought that level of intentionality to ordinary days? 
3.  Choose one relationship or responsibility in your life where you have 
been going through the motions rather than giving your full self. What would 
it look like to love that person or fulfill that responsibility with all your might 
this week? 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Father, You have placed me in an ordinary life and called me to live it 
extraordinarily—with joy, with love, and with all my might. Teach me to see 
every task as an act of worship, every meal as a gift, and every relationship as a 
sacred opportunity. Amen. 
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DAY 35  ::  THE GAP BETWEEN EFFORT AND OUTCOME 
Ecclesiastes 9:11–12 

SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION 
The race is not always to the swift, nor the battle to the strong, nor bread to the 
wise, nor riches to the intelligent, nor favor to those with knowledge—time and 
chance happen to them all. Like fish caught in a net or birds caught in a snare, 
people are caught in evil times that suddenly fall upon them. The connection 
between effort and outcome is not as clean as we want it to be. Faithfulness 
does not guarantee the results we expected. This is one of the hardest truths in 
Ecclesiastes. 

THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATION 
The transactional view of God—obey and prosper, disobey and suffer—is 
directly challenged again here. God’s commitment is not to give you the 
outcome you expect in exchange for your faithfulness. His commitment is to use 
every outcome—even the ones that don’t match your effort—for your good and 
His glory. Faithfulness is not an investment strategy. It is a response of love to a 
God who is sovereign over outcomes you cannot control and do not always 
understand. 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
Write this sentence and keep it somewhere visible this week: “Even if ________ 
doesn’t change, I will still ________.” Fill in the blanks honestly. Name the 
outcome you are holding onto—and name the faithfulness you will practice 
regardless of whether it comes. That is not defeat. That is the posture of a 
person whose trust is in God rather than in outcomes. 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
1.  Where has the gap between your faithfulness and your outcomes 
produced frustration, disillusionment, or a quiet sense that God hasn’t held 
up His end of the bargain? 
2.  What is the difference between obedience as a transaction and 
obedience as a love response to God’s character? How does that difference 
change what you do when the outcome doesn’t go the way you expected? 
3.  Complete this sentence and act on it: “Even if ________ doesn’t change, 
I will still ________ because God is trustworthy and my faithfulness is my act 
of trust in Him.” What does following through on that look like this week? 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Lord, I don’t always get the outcomes I work for. And that is hard. But my 
faithfulness is not a transaction—it is my act of trust in You. Help me to obey 
because I love You, and to leave the outcomes in Your sovereign hands. Amen. 
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​
WEEKLY REFLECTIONS​

 
1.​ This week named the gap between faithfulness and outcomes. Where is that 
gap most painful in your life right now — and how honestly are you bringing that 
frustration to God, rather than quietly letting it build into cynicism? 

 

2.​ Obedience is a response to love, not an investment strategy. Where have you 
been treating faithfulness like a transaction? What needs to shift in how you 
understand your relationship with God so that you can obey even when the math 
doesn't work out? 

 

3.​ The ordinary life, done with all your might before God, is sacred ground. What 
is one responsibility or relationship in your life you have been treating as mundane 
that God may be calling you to approach as an act of worship? 

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________​

​
​

​
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WEEK EIGHT 

Certainty on Trial 

 

By this point in the trial, a pattern has become clear. 

Week after week, Solomon has called a different defendant to the stand — activity, 
success, time, society, wealth, comfort, fairness — and week after week, the verdict has 
come back the same: guilty. Unable to deliver. Unable to satisfy. Unable to carry the weight 
of a human life's deepest need. 

So what do you do with that? 

One option is paralysis. If none of the things I've been trusting can actually hold me, if I 
can't predict outcomes, if life isn't fair and time isn't mine to control — maybe I just stop 
moving altogether. Wait until something gives me a guarantee before I act .Paralysis by 
analysis as some call it. 

That is exactly the trap this week is designed to dismantle.  

This week Solomon shifts from the courtroom to the field. He stops putting defendants on 
trial and starts giving verdicts on how to actually live — with wisdom, with courage, with 
practical faithfulness — in a world full of fog and uncertainty. He talks about how we speak, 
how we lead, how we work, and then he lands on one of the most compelling images in the 
whole book: cast your bread upon the waters. Give generously. Sow in the morning and 
don't withhold your hand in the evening. Act before the conditions are perfect — because if 
you wait for perfect conditions, you will never plant anything. 

This is what I have come to believe about wise courage: it is not the absence of uncertainty. 
It is faithful action in the middle of it. The fog doesn't have to clear before you move. God 
does not promise clarity before obedience. He promises His presence during it. And that is 
enough. 

The trial is not over yet — there are two weeks still to come. But this week is a turning 
point. It is where the diagnosis of the courtroom meets the daily demands of your actual 
life. And the call is simple: sow anyway. Cast your bread. Move. 

My prayer for you this week is that wherever uncertainty has produced paralysis in your life, 
God would replace it with one small, faithful, courageous step. 
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DAY 36  ::  QUIET WISDOM VS. LOUD STRENGTH 
Ecclesiastes 9:13–18 

SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION 
Qohelet tells of a small city besieged by a great king. A poor wise man saved 
the city—but no one remembered him afterward. Wisdom is better than might, 
the Teacher concludes. But the poor man’s wisdom is despised and his words 
are not heard. Quiet wisdom is consistently undervalued. The loudest voice 
wins the room, but not always the battle. This is an observation about how the 
world actually works—and a call to pursue wisdom anyway, even when it goes 
unnoticed. 

THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATION 
The cross is the ultimate picture of wisdom despised. Jesus’s wisdom—His 
refusal of power plays, His path of sacrificial love, His silent suffering before 
Pilate—looked like foolishness to a watching world (1 Corinthians 1:23). But it 
turned out to be the power of God for salvation. The believer is called to walk in 
this same counterintuitive wisdom: to serve without recognition, to speak truth 
without demanding a platform, to lead through love rather than force. 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
Think about the meetings, conversations, and spaces in your daily life. What 
would it look like to practice “quiet wisdom” there—to speak less, ask better 
questions, listen more carefully, and lead through insight rather than volume? 
Today, before any important conversation, pray: “God, give me the wisdom to 
know when to speak and what to say—and the humility to let Your wisdom do 
the work, even if I never get the credit.” 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
1.  How does the pull toward being heard, seen, and recognized affect the 
way you offer wisdom, advice, or leadership in your daily life? When does 
that pull get in the way of genuine wisdom? 
2.  What would change about your communication style if you consistently 
valued being genuinely helpful over being visibly impressive or obviously 
right? 
3.  In one relationship or setting this week, practice deliberate restraint: 
listen more than you speak, ask more than you answer, and trust that quiet 
wisdom given faithfully is not wasted even when it goes unnoticed. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Lord, give me wisdom that does not need a platform. Help me to speak when I 
should and stay quiet when I should—and to trust that faithful, quiet wisdom is 
not wasted even when no one notices it. You see it. That is enough. Amen. 
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DAY 37  ::  SMALL COMPROMISES IN THE DOCK 
Ecclesiastes 10:1–7 

SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION 
Dead flies make a perfumer’s ointment give off a stench; so a little folly 
outweighs wisdom and honor. This is a blunt metaphor: small, seemingly 
insignificant acts of foolishness can contaminate something otherwise excellent. 
The Teacher goes on to describe the fool who cannot even control the direction 
he walks. A little folly in a wise person’s life is disproportionately costly. The 
small compromises, the minor character lapses, the private sins—they don’t 
stay minor for long. 

THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATION 
Character is built or eroded in the small decisions no one is watching. Jesus 
said the person faithful in little is also faithful in much (Luke 16:10). Paul warned 
the Corinthians that a little yeast leavens the whole lump (1 Corinthians 5:6). 
There is no such thing as a private sin that doesn’t eventually affect your public 
life, your relationships, or your capacity to walk with God. The small things 
matter because the small things are where character is actually forged. 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
Name one “small” compromise in your life that you have been excusing because 
it seems minor. Maybe it’s a pattern in your media consumption, a habit of 
exaggeration, a small dishonesty, or an area of spiritual passivity. The dead fly 
in the ointment ruins the whole jar. Today, confess it to God and identify one 
specific step to address it—not because you’re trying to earn God’s love, but 
because you care about the person you are becoming. 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
1.  What “small” folly or compromise have you been tolerating in your life 
because it seems minor or private—and how has it been affecting your 
character, your relationships, or your walk with God more than you’ve 
acknowledged? 
2.  What does it reveal about your understanding of character formation 
when you believe you can compartmentalize small compromises without 
them affecting the rest of who you are? 
3.  What is one specific “dead fly” in your life that you will address this 
week—not in your own strength, but through honest confession to God and 
one practical step toward change? 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
God, I have been excusing small things as if they don’t matter. But they do. 
Expose in me the “dead flies” I’ve been tolerating—the small compromises, the 
quiet habits, the private inconsistencies. Give me the courage to address them 
and the grace to change. Amen. 
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DAY 38  ::  WORDS CALLED TO THE STAND 
Ecclesiastes 10:8–20 

SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION 
The Teacher turns to practical wisdom for daily life: whoever digs a pit may fall 
in, whoever breaks a wall may be bitten by a serpent. The words of a wise 
man’s mouth win him favor, but the lips of a fool consume him. The beginning of 
his talk is foolishness, and its end is evil madness. A fool multiplies words. Even 
in your thoughts, do not curse the king—a bird of the air may carry your voice. 
Wisdom shows up in how we work, how we speak, and even what we think 
when no one is listening. 

THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATION 
James says the tongue is a small fire that can set the whole forest ablaze 
(James 3:5-6). Our words are not neutral—they reveal the state of our hearts 
and shape the world around us. Jesus said out of the overflow of the heart the 
mouth speaks (Luke 6:45). Which means the battle for our words is really a 
battle for our hearts—what we believe about God, ourselves, and others will 
eventually come out in what we say. Sanctified speech requires a sanctified 
heart. 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
Today, bring your words under deliberate examination. Before you speak in a 
significant conversation, ask three questions: Is this true? Is this helpful? Is this 
the right time? This is not about becoming overly guarded or robotic—it’s about 
training the discipline of thoughtful, purposeful speech. And at the end of the 
day, ask God to show you where your words today were driven by wisdom 
versus foolishness or fear. 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
1.  How accurately do your words reflect the state of your heart right 
now—and what do your recent conversations reveal about what is actually 
overflowing from within you? 
2.  In what relationship or context are your words most likely to be driven by 
fear, insecurity, or self-protection rather than wisdom, truth, and genuine 
care for the other person? 
3.  What is one specific communication habit—a pattern of gossip, 
exaggeration, negativity, or avoidance—that you need to address this week? 
What will you do differently, and who can help hold you accountable? 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Lord, my words reveal my heart. Set a guard over my mouth and teach me to 
speak what is true, helpful, and life-giving. Where my speech has been foolish, 
hurtful, or self-serving, forgive me and give me the wisdom to choose words that 
honor You. Amen. 
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“INVEST IN SEVEN VENTURES, 

YES , IN EIGHT; 

YOU DO NOT KNOW WHAT 

DISASTER MAY COME UPON THE LAND.” 

ECCLESIASTES 11:2​
 

​
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DAY 39  ::  GENEROSITY AS EVIDENCE 
Ecclesiastes 11:1–4 

SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION 
Cast your grain across the sea, for you will find it after many days. Give a 
portion to seven, or even to eight, for you know not what disaster may come 
upon the land. The clouds fill with rain and empty themselves upon the earth. 
Whoever watches the wind will not sow, and whoever looks at the clouds will not 
reap. The Teacher is making a bold argument: generosity in the face of 
uncertainty is wisdom, not foolishness. Waiting for perfect conditions to give or 
act or serve is not prudence—it is paralysis. 

THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATION 
Generosity is an act of faith. It declares: I trust God to provide for me, so I will 
release what I have to serve others rather than hoarding it for my own security. 
This is the economics of the kingdom: giving is not a subtraction from your 
life—it is a multiplication. Jesus said whoever sows generously will reap 
generously (2 Corinthians 9:6). The generous person is not the one with the 
most resources—it is the one with the most trust in the God who supplies all 
needs. 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
What have you been waiting on before you give, serve, start, or act? More 
financial security? More certainty about the outcome? More clarity about 
whether it will “work”? The Teacher says: cast your bread anyway. Today, take 
one step of generous risk—give something, serve someone, start something, 
reconcile with someone—before you feel fully ready or fully secure. That act of 
faith is the seed God can multiply. 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
1.  What generous act, risky obedience, or needed step have you been 
delaying because the conditions don’t feel right yet—and what does that 
delay reveal about where you are actually placing your trust? 
2.  How does generosity function as an act of faith rather than just a 
financial or moral decision? What would your giving look like if it were 
primarily a declaration of trust in God’s provision? 
3.  What is one specific “bread-casting” step—a gift, an invitation, a service, 
an act of reconciliation—that you will take this week before you feel fully 
ready or fully certain of the outcome? 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Father, I have been waiting for perfect conditions to give, serve, and act. But 
You call me to cast my bread now—trusting You with what comes back. Give 
me the faith to be generous before I feel secure, and the trust to sow even when 
I cannot see the harvest. Amen. 
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DAY 40  ::  SOWING WITHOUT A VERDICT 
Ecclesiastes 11:5–6 

SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION 
The Teacher’s logic here is precise: because you cannot predict outcomes, you 
have no excuse to stop working. The farmer who waits for perfect conditions will 
never plant. In the ancient world, morning and evening were two distinct 
seasons of work—morning for the fields, evening for the household and one’s 
own land. Solomon is saying: work hard for others in the morning, and do not 
stop when you get home. Work for your household, your future, and your own 
legacy in the evening too. The uncertainty of which will prosper is not a reason 
to coast—it is a reason to stay active in both directions. 

THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATION 
Many people give their best energy to an employer and bring nothing home. 
They pour themselves out at a job that builds someone else’s future, then 
collapse in front of a screen while their own household, their own finances, their 
own calling, and their own relationships go unworked. We were made to be 
workers—not just employees. God designed human beings to steward and build 
not only for institutions, but for families, communities, and futures that bear our 
names.  

PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
Take an honest inventory of where your energy actually goes. Do you give your 
best hours to your employer and then bring nothing left to your household, your 
finances, your health, or your personal calling? This week, identify one concrete 
area where you have been putting in zero evening work and commit to sowing 
there this week, even for thirty minutes a day.  

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
1.  When you get home from work, are you sowing in your own field or 
simply resting in someone else’s?  
2.  Solomon says uncertainty about outcomes is not a reason to stop 
working—it is a reason to keep sowing in multiple directions. Where are you 
using “I don’t know if it will pay off” as an excuse to avoid effort?  
3.  What is one practical “evening field” you will commit to working in this 
week? Name it specifically—and decide in advance what you will do, when 
you will do it, and what faithfulness looks like even when results aren’t 
immediately visible. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Lord, You made me to work—not just to be employed, but to build. Forgive me 
for the places I have been passive with the life You have given me, using 
uncertainty as an excuse to coast. Help me to sow in the morning and in the 
evening, in both fields You have given me, and to trust You with the harvest I 
cannot control. Amen. 
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​
WEEKLY REFLECTIONS​

 
1.​ This week shifted from diagnosis to action: sow anyway, cast your bread, 
move before conditions are perfect. Where has the need for certainty been 
functioning as paralysis in your life? What is the step you have been waiting for 
permission to take? 

 

2.​ Small compromises, careless words, quiet hoarding — which of this week's 
witnesses convicted you most? What does that tell you about where your character 
most needs attention, and what is one honest step toward addressing it? 

 

3.​ Generosity, wisdom, and faithful sowing all require action before certainty. 
What is one courageous, concrete step you are willing to take this week — not when 
you feel ready, but as an act of trust in the God who holds the harvest you cannot 
see? 

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________​

​
​
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WEEK NINE 

Time on Trial 

 

We are almost at the close of the trial. One week from now, Solomon will deliver his final 
argument and the verdict of the whole book will land. But this week — the second to last — 
he does something unexpected. He steps back from the courtroom and looks directly at you. 

Not at activity or success or wealth or certainty. At you. Specifically: at your time. The time 
you have right now. The years you are in the middle of this very moment. 

And he says something urgent. 

Remember your Creator in the days of your youth — before the evil days come, before the 
years arrive when you say "I find no pleasure in them." He then describes, in some of the 
most beautiful and sorrowful poetry in the Bible, what the end of life looks like. The light 
fades. The body slows. The silver cord snaps. And the dust returns to the earth, and the 
spirit to God who gave it. 

The defendant this week is a quiet assumption that most of us carry without realizing it: the 
belief that we have more time than we actually do. The assumption that the important things 
can wait. That we'll get serious about God later. That the conversation we need to have, the 
step we need to take, the surrender we need to make — all of that can happen after things 
settle down. After the busy season passes. 

Solomon cross-examines that assumption without mercy and finds it guilty. Not because he 
wants to frighten you — but because urgency, in his hands, is an act of mercy. Every day 
you have is a gift. The light is genuinely sweet. The question is whether you are awake 
enough to receive it. 

I want to say clearly: this week is not meant to produce guilt or anxiety. It is meant to 
produce presence. Intentionality. A holy alertness to the life you actually have, right now, 
before the window closes. 

My prayer for you this week is that you would feel the gift of the time God has given you — 
and that it would make you more alive to your present life, not more anxious about your 
future one. 

 

Life on Trial  •  River Lake Church  •  72   



 

DAY 41  ::  THE LIGHT AS EXHIBIT 
Ecclesiastes 11:7–8 

SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION 
Sweet is the light, and it is pleasant for the eyes to see the sun. So if a person 
lives many years, let him rejoice in them all. But let him remember that the days 
of darkness will be many. Everything that comes is vapor. The Teacher is not 
being morbid—he is being generous. He is saying: the light is real, the light is 
sweet, and you should enjoy it fully. But the dark days are coming, and the 
person who refuses to reckon with that is not living wisely—they are drifting. 

THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATION 
Rejoicing and remembrance go together in Ecclesiastes. Genuine joy is not the 
absence of awareness about hard realities—it is joy with eyes open, held in the 
context of what is true about life and God. This is actually more durable than 
naïve happiness, which collapses the moment reality intrudes. For the believer, 
the light is Christ Himself—the light that no darkness can overcome (John 1:5). 
Rejoicing in the light means rejoicing in Him, even while acknowledging that 
dark days are real. 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
Today, do two things. First, write down one thing you are genuinely grateful for 
about this season of your life—something you would miss if it were taken away. 
Receive it as a gift from God and thank Him for it. Second, write down one thing 
you need to address with more urgency before the opportunity is gone. Don’t let 
the awareness of dark days produce despair—let it produce intentionality about 
how you are living in the light. 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
1.  What gifts and graces in your current season are you under-appreciating 
or taking for granted that you would deeply miss if they were taken away? 
2.  How does keeping an honest awareness of “the dark days to come” 
actually enhance rather than diminish your capacity for present-day joy and 
gratitude? 
3.  What is one thing you need to address with more urgency before this 
season closes—a relationship to invest in, a step of obedience to take, a 
word to say? What will you do about it today rather than later? 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Father, sweet is the light You have given me today. I don’t want to waste it. 
Make me fully awake to the gifts of this season, and make me honest about the 
urgency of the time I have. Teach me to rejoice and remember at the same 
time. Amen. 
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DAY 42  ::  YOUTH ON TRIAL 
Ecclesiastes 11:9–10 

SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION 
Rejoice, young man, in your youth. Let your heart cheer you in the days of your 
youth. Walk in the ways of your heart and the sight of your eyes. But know that 
for all these things God will bring you into judgment. Remove frustration from 
your heart, and put away pain from your body, for youth and the dawn of life are 
vapor. The Teacher gives freedom—and then a guardrail. Enjoy your life fully. 
But remember that you are accountable for it. Joy and accountability are not 
opposites; they belong together. 

THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATION 
Biblical freedom is never lawless. The gospel does not say “do whatever you 
want”—it says “do everything in love, before God, knowing that you will one day 
stand before Him.” This is the fear of the Lord applied to daily life: not a 
paralyzing terror, but a reverential awareness that my life is lived before an 
audience that matters infinitely more than any other. That awareness does not 
dampen joy—it gives joy a moral backbone and a lasting foundation. 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
Think about the areas of your life where you have been pursuing enjoyment 
without accountability—where you’ve been living as if there are no 
consequences, no One watching, no day of reckoning. Today, bring those areas 
to God honestly. This is not about guilt—it is about alignment. Ask Him: “Where 
is my pursuit of pleasure drifting away from Your will? And what do I need to lay 
down to live with both joy and integrity?” 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
1.  Where in your life are you pursuing enjoyment or comfort in ways that 
you know are not aligned with God’s will—and what is the cost of that 
misalignment to your soul, your relationships, and your walk with God? 
2.  How does the reality of God’s ultimate judgment—not as a threat but as a 
moral horizon—actually give your life greater meaning and your joy a more 
lasting foundation? 
3.  What is one habit, pursuit, or pattern that is producing short-term 
pleasure but long-term “vexation” in your life? What step will you take this 
week to bring it into alignment with how you actually want to live before 
God? 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Lord, teach me to rejoice in the life You’ve given me without losing sight of the 
One I’m living it before. Let the reality of Your judgment not produce fear but 
faithfulness—and let my joy be the kind that can stand on the other side of that 
day. Amen. 
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DAY 43  ::  THE COST OF DELAY 
Ecclesiastes 12:1 

SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION 
Remember your Creator in the days of your youth, before the evil days come 
and the years approach when you will say, “I find no pleasure in them.” This 
single verse carries enormous weight. The “evil days” are not moral evil—they 
are the hard years: aging, diminishment, the narrowing of capacity. The 
Teacher’s point is painfully clear: don’t wait until you are old, broken, or out of 
options to turn to God. Remember Him now, while the days are full and the 
options are open. 

THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATION 
Delayed devotion is one of the most subtle and costly forms of spiritual 
procrastination. We tell ourselves we’ll get serious about God later—when 
things settle down, when we’re older, when the busyness passes. But the 
Teacher knows that later often arrives as “too late.” The grace that calls you 
today may not feel as urgent tomorrow. The capacity to respond that you have 
now may be more limited then. The call to “remember your Creator” is a call to 
the fullness of now. 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
In what area of your life have you been telling yourself you’ll get serious about 
God later? A spiritual discipline you’ve been meaning to start, a sin you’ve been 
meaning to address, a surrender you’ve been meaning to make. Today, the 
Teacher says: now. Not when things settle down. Not after the season changes. 
Now, while the light is still bright and the window is still open. What one step of 
devotion will you take today that you have been postponing? 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
1.  In what specific area of your spiritual life have you been practicing 
delay—telling yourself you’ll get serious later—and what is the actual cost of 
that delay to your present relationship with God? 
2.  What does “remembering your Creator” look like practically in your daily 
life right now—not in theory, not someday, but as an actual, concrete 
morning habit or regular rhythm? 
3.  What one step of devotion, surrender, or spiritual discipline have you 
been postponing? Write it down and schedule it—today, not eventually. 
What will you do, and when exactly will you do it? 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
God, I don’t want to come to You only when the hard years have stripped 
everything else away. I want to remember You now—in the full days, in the open 
seasons, while I have the capacity to give You my best. Teach me to start today. 
Amen. 
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“REMEMBER YOUR CREATOR IN THE DAYS OF YOUR YOUTH, 

BEFORE THE EVIL DAYS COME 

AND THE YEARS APPROACH WHEN YOU WILL SAY, 

‘I FIND NO PLEASURE IN THEM’.” 

ECCLESIASTES 12:1​
​
​
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DAY 44  ::  THE BODY AS WITNESS 
Ecclesiastes 12:2–7 

SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION 
Qohelet describes the aging body in extended metaphor: the sun and stars 
darkened, the clouds returning after rain, the guardians of the house trembling, 
the strong men stooping, the grinders ceasing, the windows dimming. The silver 
cord is severed, the golden bowl broken. And the dust returns to the earth, and 
the spirit returns to God who gave it. This is one of the most beautiful and 
sobering passages in Scripture: a poetic portrait of the human body returning to 
what it came from. We are creatures, not gods. And our bodies remind us of 
that story. 

THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATION 
The body matters to God—it is not a prison to escape but a gift to steward. The 
care of the body is a spiritual act (1 Corinthians 6:19-20). And the body’s 
limitation is a gift: it keeps us honest about our creaturely dependence. The 
aging process is not a failure of design—it is the design returning us to the One 
who made us. For the Christian, death is not the end but the doorway to 
resurrection and the full redemption of the body that God has promised. 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
Spend some time today with someone older than you—a parent, a grandparent, 
a mentor, a neighbor. Listen to them. Ask about their life, their regrets, their 
hard-won wisdom. Let their experience of the “fading light” teach you something 
about urgency and priority that you cannot learn from your own season alone. 
Their proximity to the end of the story is a gift to you if you’ll receive it. 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
1.  How does the honest awareness that your body is temporary and 
aging—that the light will fade—shape the way you care for it, prioritize your 
time, and invest your energy right now? 
2.  What wisdom from someone further down the road of life have you 
received or ignored? Who in your life is offering that kind of wisdom, and are 
you actually slowing down enough to receive it? 
3.  What does it mean to you, personally, that your spirit will one day return 
to God who gave it? How does that reality shape what you want to be true of 
how you lived when that day comes? 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Lord, I am a creature, not a god. My body is temporary and my days are 
numbered by You. Help me to steward this body and this life with gratitude and 
care, and to hold it loosely enough that when it is time to return it to You, I do so 
without regret. Amen. 
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DAY 45  ::  THE VAPOR VERDICT 
Ecclesiastes 12:8 

SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION 
“Meaningless! Meaningless!” says the Teacher. The book ends where it 
began—the same haunting word, the same honest assessment. But this is not 
the final word of Ecclesiastes. It is the setup for the final word. The book doesn’t 
end at verse 8. It continues to the conclusion of the matter. All is vanity under 
the sun—unless there is a God above the sun who gives it meaning, who judges 
every deed, and who calls His creatures back to Himself. The vapor becomes 
meaningful when it is lived before Him. 

THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATION 
The word “hebel” (vanity/vapor) has appeared thirty-eight times in Ecclesiastes. 
Its repetition here is intentional: it forces the reader to feel the full weight of the 
problem before the Teacher delivers the solution. This is the structure of the 
gospel itself: the weight of the problem first, then the gift of the answer. Life 
under the sun—without God—is vapor. Life under God—seen through His 
horizon, lived in reverence and obedience—is transformed. Not easy. Not 
without pain. But genuinely meaningful. 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
As you approach the final week of this devotional, take some time to evaluate 
the whole journey. Have you felt the weight of Ecclesiastes—the honest 
confrontation with your false sources of meaning? Have you also received its 
hope—that a life lived before God carries weight that the world can’t give and 
can’t take away? Today, write a one-sentence aim for your life: “I want my life to 
be about _______ under God.” Let that sentence carry you into the conclusion. 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
1.  Looking back over the weeks of this devotional, what has been the most 
significant shift in how you think about meaning, purpose, and where you 
have been looking for both? 
2.  How has the honest weight of "everything is meaningless”—the 
confrontation with your false sources of meaning—actually made the hope of 
living before God more compelling rather than less? 
3.  Write a one-sentence life aim: “I want my life to be about _______ under 
God.” Share it with someone you trust this week, and ask them to help you 
hold it. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Father, all is vanity under the sun. But You are above the sun. And when my life 
is lived before You—with reverence, with gratitude, with obedience—it is not 
vanity anymore. It matters. It endures. Help me to live that way, every single 
day. Amen. 
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​
WEEKLY REFLECTIONS​

 
1.​ Solomon says the light is sweet and should be enjoyed — but the dark days 
are coming. How are you actually living in the light you have right now? Where are 
you wasting it, sleepwalking through it, or taking it for granted? 

 

2.​ The call to remember your Creator is a call to the fullness of now — not later, 
not after things settle. Where have you been telling yourself you'll get serious about 
God eventually? What would it cost you to start today? 

 

3.​ Your body is aging. Your time is genuinely finite. If you lived this week like you 
truly believed that — not in fear, but with holy urgency and love — what would 
change about your priorities, your relationships, and the way you spend your hours? 

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________​

​
​

​
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WEEK TEN 

The Verdict: Fear God 

 

We have arrived at the closing argument. 

For nine weeks, Solomon has been running the most thorough prosecution in the history of 
human thought. He has called every meaningful thing to the stand — every source of 
meaning, every promise of fulfillment, every candidate for the throne of a human life. Activity. 
Success. Control over time. Society. Wealth. Comfort. Justice. Certainty. Time itself. 

And every single one has been found guilty of the same charge: unable to fulfill the human 
soul. Unable to carry the weight. Unable to deliver the meaning they promised. Under the 
sun, the verdict is clear and final. 

But here is what the trial was always building toward. 

The final word of Ecclesiastes is not "guilty." It is not "meaningless." It is not the closing of a 
case with no resolution. It is an acquittal — for the one who lives rightly. After all the 
evidence has been presented, after every false source of meaning has been 
cross-examined and found wanting, Solomon delivers the conclusion of the whole matter in 
two lines that carry the weight of the entire book: Fear God and keep His commandments, 
for this is the whole duty of man. For God will bring every deed into judgment. 

The trial is not over because nothing matters. The trial reveals that everything matters — 
but only before the right Judge. Every ordinary day, every hidden act of faithfulness, every 
choice made in the dark when no one is watching: none of it is neutral. None of it is 
forgotten. God sees it all, and He will bring it all into the light. 

This is not a threat for the person who has walked with God. It is the most liberating truth in 
the book. Because it means that no act of quiet faithfulness is wasted. No sacrifice made in 
obscurity goes unnoticed. Every deed done in reverence before God carries a weight that 
the world cannot measure and cannot take away. 

Under the sun, everything is vapor. Under God, everything matters. 

That is the verdict. That is the life you were made for. 

My prayer for you this final week is not just that you understand what Ecclesiastes has said. 
It is that it has done something in you — something permanent, something that sends you 
out of this devotional living differently than you entered it. Less chasing vapor. More living 
before God. 

Welcome to the life on trial that ends in freedom. 
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DAY 46  ::  THE CLOSING ARGUMENT 
Ecclesiastes 12:9-14 

SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION 
The Teacher was not only wise himself; he taught the people knowledge and 
weighed and studied and arranged many proverbs with great care. He sought to 
find words of delight, and he wrote words of truth uprightly. This closing 
description of Qohelet is a portrait of the faithful communicator: one who brings 
truth to people in a form they can receive, who weighs his words carefully, who 
doesn’t settle for words that only entertain but insists on words that are true and 
life-giving. Truth and delight together—that is the goal. 

THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATION 
God’s Word is described throughout Scripture as both true and sweet (Psalm 
119:103). Truth that is delivered without love crushes. Delight that is offered 
without truth deceives. The combination of both—words that are honest and 
beautiful, that tell the truth about reality in a way that opens people up rather 
than shuts them down—is the mark of wisdom. This is the kind of 
communication God’s people are called to model: not just accurate, but 
formative; not just informative, but transformative. 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
Think about how you have been shaped by this series and this devotional. What 
words—from Scripture, from a teacher, from a conversation—have stayed with 
you because they were both true and delivered with care? Then ask: what 
words are you offering to the people in your life? Are they shaped by truth? Are 
they offered with enough care to actually be received? Today, identify one truth 
you know that someone in your life needs—and ask God how to offer it in a way 
they can actually receive. 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
1.  What truth from Ecclesiastes—or from this devotional—has proven most 
“delightful and upright” to you: something that was honest enough to sting 
and beautiful enough to stay with you? 
2.  What does it look like in practice to offer truth to people in a way that is 
both honest and genuinely received—where truthfulness and care work 
together rather than against each other? 
3.  Who in your life needs a word of truth that you have been hesitant to 
speak? Ask God for the wisdom to say it with enough care that it can 
actually land—and take a step toward that conversation this week. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
God, Your Word is both true and sweet. Teach me to be a person whose words 
reflect that same combination—honest enough to help and careful enough to be 
received. May the truth I carry be shaped by love, and may it do in others what 
Your Word has done in me. Amen. 
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DAY 47  ::  FINAL EVIDENCE 
Ecclesiastes 12:9-14 

SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION 
The words of the wise are like goads, and like nails firmly fixed are the collected 
sayings; they are given by one Shepherd. A goad prods an animal forward—it 
creates movement, often uncomfortable movement. A nail fixed firmly holds 
things together and won’t be easily removed. Wise words do both: they push us 
where we need to go and they hold us to what we need to keep. And they come 
ultimately from one Shepherd—the God who speaks through human wisdom 
and calls His people into His purposes. 

THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATION 
The image of God as Shepherd is one of the tenderest and most enduring in 
Scripture (Psalm 23, John 10). The Shepherd uses a staff—sometimes to guide, 
sometimes to rescue, sometimes to redirect. The words of wisdom in 
Ecclesiastes are not a philosopher’s musings—they are the voice of the One 
Shepherd prodding His people toward life. What feels like an uncomfortable 
push is actually an act of pastoral care. The goad that moves you is a mercy. 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
As you reflect on this series, what has been the “goad” for you—the word or 
truth that has been prodding you most persistently toward a change you have 
been resisting? And what has been the “nail”—the truth that has fixed itself in 
you and will not let you go back to where you were? Today, act on the goad. 
Take the step that truth has been calling you toward. Let the Shepherd’s word 
actually move you. 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
1.  What has been the primary “goad” of this series—the word or truth that 
has prodded you most persistently toward something you have been 
reluctant to change or address? 
2.  What has been the primary “nail”—a truth that has fixed itself firmly in 
your heart and will genuinely shape how you live going forward, beyond the 
end of this devotional? 
3.  What specific step have you been resisting that the Shepherd has been 
prodding you toward? What is standing in the way, and what will it take for 
you to move? Take that step today. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Good Shepherd, You have been prodding me through these weeks. Some of it 
has been uncomfortable. But it has been mercy. Give me the courage to move 
where You are pushing me, and the gratitude to receive Your goads as the acts 
of care they actually are. Amen. 
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DAY 48  ::  FROM EVIDENCE TO ACTION 
Ecclesiastes 12:9-14 

SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION 
My son, beware of anything beyond these. Of making many books there is no 
end, and much study is a weariness of the flesh. This is not 
anti-intellectualism—it is a warning against the endless accumulation of 
information as a substitute for action. There is always one more book to read, 
one more podcast to listen to, one more series to study. But at some point, more 
input without corresponding output becomes its own form of avoidance. The 
Teacher says: you have what you need. Now obey it. 

THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATION 
The Sermon on the Mount ends with the image of two builders: one who hears 
Jesus’s words and does them, another who hears and does not (Matthew 
7:24-27). The difference between them is not knowledge—it is obedience. 
James says that hearing the word without doing it is like looking at your face in 
a mirror and walking away without doing anything about what you saw (James 
1:23-24). More knowledge without corresponding obedience produces spiritual 
inertia—not maturity. 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
You have spent ten weeks in Ecclesiastes. You have heard a great deal. The 
question now is not “what else can I learn?” It is “what have I already heard that 
I still haven’t done?” Today, move from learning to doing. Identify one truth from 
this series that you have understood but not yet acted on. Then act on it. Not 
perfectly. Not with a complete plan. Just the next step, taken in faith, today. 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
1.  Where has the accumulation of spiritual knowledge—without 
corresponding obedience—been producing inertia in your life rather than 
growth? What do you already know that you are not yet doing? 
2.  What is the difference between healthy, ongoing learning and using study 
as an excuse to delay the obedience God is already calling you to? How do 
you know which one is happening in your life? 
3.  Name one specific truth from this series that you have understood but 
not yet obeyed. What is the first step of obedience, and what will you do 
today to take it—before you read one more thing? 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Lord, I have heard so much. Forgive me for the places where I’ve kept learning 
as a way of delaying doing. I already know what You want. Give me the courage 
and the will to actually do it—starting today, starting with the next step, however 
imperfect. Amen. 
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“NOW ALL HAS BEEN HEARD; 

HERE IS THE CONCLUSION OF THE MATTER: 

FEAR GOD AND KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS, 

FOR THIS IS THE DUTY OF ALL MANKIND.” 

ECCLESIASTES 12:13​
​
​
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DAY 49  ::  THE VERDICT IS IN 
Ecclesiastes 12:9-14 

SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION 
The end of the matter, all has been heard: fear God and keep His 
commandments, for this is the whole duty of man. After every observation, 
every experiment, every honest question, every deep frustration—after all of 
it—Qohelet arrives here. This is not a retreat into simplistic religion. This is the 
hard-won conclusion of a person who has looked honestly at everything life has 
to offer and found that only one thing holds. Fear God. Keep His 
commandments. Everything else is commentary. 

THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATION 
The fear of God is the beginning of wisdom (Proverbs 9:10), and Ecclesiastes 
shows us why: it is the only posture that accurately accounts for who God is and 
who we are. To fear God is not to be terrified of Him; it is to give Him the weight 
He deserves—to orient your entire life around the reality that He is God and you 
are not. To keep His commandments is not legalism; it is the natural response of 
a person who truly fears God. Reverence produces obedience. Obedience 
produces life. 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
This is the summary verse of the entire book—the bottom line after ten weeks. 
What does “fearing God” look like in your specific life, your specific role, your 
specific Monday? Not in theory—but in practice. Today, define it concretely: 
what does the fear of God look like in your job, your marriage, your parenting, 
your finances, your neighborhood? Write it out. That is your assignment—not a 
concept to admire but a life to live. 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
1.  What does “fearing God” look like practically and specifically in your daily 
life—not as an abstract theological concept, but as an actual posture that 
shapes how you make decisions, treat people, and use your time? 
2.  How does the summary of Ecclesiastes—fear God, keep His 
commands—land differently after ten weeks of the book than it would have if 
someone had just told you that at the beginning? What has the journey 
taught you? 
3.  Write a specific, concrete description of what “fearing God and keeping 
His commandments” looks like in the most ordinary parts of your week. 
Share it with a trusted friend and ask them to ask you about it in a month. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
God, this is the whole of it. Fear You. Keep Your commands. Not as a 
burden—but as the life I was made for. Teach me what that looks like in the 
specific details of my days. And let the conclusion of this matter not just be 
something I know, but something I actually live. Amen. 
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​
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________​
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DAY 50  ::  EVERY DEED INTO COURT 
Ecclesiastes 12:9-14 

SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION 
For God will bring every deed into judgment, with every secret thing, whether 
good or evil. This is the final word of Ecclesiastes—not “meaningless,” but 
accountability. The book that began with the heaviest question ends with the 
most clarifying answer: nothing is hidden, nothing is wasted, nothing is 
ultimately without consequence. Every deed matters. Every hidden act of 
faithfulness matters. Every secret sin matters. God is not absent. Life is not 
pointless. Every deed will be brought into the light. 

THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATION 
The judgment of God is not good news for those who have lived only for 
themselves. But for the person who has walked with God—who has feared Him, 
kept His commands, received Christ’s atonement for their failures—the 
judgment is not a threat but a homecoming. It is the moment when every act of 
hidden faithfulness is finally seen, when every sacrifice made in obscurity is 
acknowledged, when God says: “Well done, good and faithful servant.” That day 
is coming. Live toward it. 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
This is the last day of ten weeks in Ecclesiastes. End it as the Teacher ends the 
book: with holy accountability. Confess to God the hidden things you have been 
carrying. Receive His forgiveness through Christ. And then make a 
commitment—specific, written, shared with someone you trust—to walk in the 
light going forward. Not perfectly. But honestly, humbly, and before the God who 
sees everything and loves you anyway. 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
1.  How does the reality that God will bring every deed—including every 
hidden act of faithfulness and every hidden sin—into His light change the 
way you live the parts of your life that no one else can see? 
2.  For the person who has received Christ’s atonement, how does the 
coming judgment become more of a hope than a threat? What does that 
shift feel like in your actual relationship with God right now? 
3.  As you close this devotional journey, what is one hidden thing you need 
to bring into the light—through confession, through obedience, through a 
conversation with a trusted person? 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Lord, You see everything. Every deed, every secret, every hidden act of 
faithfulness and every hidden act of sin. Nothing is hidden from You—and I don’t 
want to hide anymore. I receive Your forgiveness through Christ. I commit to 
walking in the light. Every deed matters. Help me to live like I believe that, every 
single day. Amen. 
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WEEKLY REFLECTIONS 
 
1.​ After ten weeks in Ecclesiastes, what is the most significant thing this trial has 
done in you — not just told you, but actually shifted, broken, clarified, or changed? 

 

2.​ 'Fear God and keep His commandments — this is the whole duty of man.' 
After all the cross-examination, all the guilty verdicts, all the witnesses — how does 
this conclusion land now compared to how it would have landed ten weeks ago? 
What makes it feel different? 

 

3.​ The trial ends not in condemnation but in an acquittal — and in the promise 
that every deed, every hidden act of faithfulness, every quiet obedience is seen. 
How does that change the way you want to live the ordinary days ahead? Not 
someday. Starting tomorrow. 

 

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________​

​
​

​
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CLOSING LETTER :: YOU MADE IT!!!​
Final thoughts 
​
 

 
Fifty days. You sat through the whole trial. That was hard but was hopefully worth it— 
and I want you to know I'm proud of you for finishing what you started, even when it got 
uncomfortable. 

And it probably did get uncomfortable. That's the nature of Ecclesiastes. Solomon 
doesn't let you off easy. He calls witness after witness to the stand — your work, your 
success, your money, your plans, your comfort — and one by one, he cross-examines 
them until they have to admit the truth: none of it can carry the weight you've been 
putting on it. That's not a fun verdict to sit with. 

But here's what I want you to remember as you close this book: the point of the trial was 
never just the prosecution. It was always the verdict. And the verdict is this — fear God 
and keep His commandments. That's it. That's the whole of it. Everything else is vapor. 
And somehow, that's not devastating news. It's the most freeing thing Solomon could 
have said. When you stop asking vapor to be solid, you finally get to breathe. 

So before you move on, take a few minutes to look back. Where did God speak to you 
most clearly over these fifty days? Was there a passage that hit differently? A question 
you're still sitting with? A habit you started that you don't want to lose? Write it down. 
Don't let that go. 

And then keep going. 

Keep reading Scripture daily. Keep asking the hard questions. Keep bringing your real 
life — your real fears, your real ambitions, your real temptations — before God and 
asking Him to be the one thing that holds everything together. 

Don't go back to calling on the witnesses that have already failed you on the stand. The 
trial is over. You know what they're worth. 

What comes next is the rest of your life, lived with eyes open — not grasping at vapor, 
but walking in reverence before the God who made you and knows your name. 

That life is still yours to choose. 

 

Nic Smith​
Lead Pastor​
River Lake Church ​
Relevant | Simple | Real 



 

 


